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C Lycopedium, Pteris, Diplazium, etc. 30 (52)
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Y Osmunda, Lunathyrium, Lepisorus, etc. 5 (5
Z Ophioglossum, Dryopteris, Athyrium, etc. 18 (27)
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Summary

Some 600 species of fern and fern-allies occur in the Japanese archipelago. Most
of the species of Japanese Pteridophyta range from the tropics in the southeast Asia,
and others have their southern limits of natural ranges in Yakushima island and the
southern Kydshd.

A Dbetter understanding of the distributional patterns of Japanese Pteridophyta
would be afforded by setting the ten northern boundaries and the Ogasawara one of
their natural ranges (Fig. 1).

Species of fern and fern-allies decreases remarkably in number with increasing
latitude in the Japanese archipelago. This suggests that low environmental tempera-
ture itself appears to be one of the primary factor governing their northern natural

ranges.



