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Summary

In some valleys high in the mountains snow forming firn remains unmelted during
the summer. Studies were made on the firn “Yukikabe-Snow” located near the top of
a valley, “Yanbetappu” of Mt. Daisetsu, Hokkaido. We made the second year research
on the firn from the second to the fifth of September, 1965. The major themes of this
research operation were to observe metamorphism of snow texture, snow melt and creep
of the firn along the slope. These phenomena proceed at high speed in this firn, as it
contains snow-melt water throughout the whole mass in summer.

The firn area was 55X 60 m and 8 m thick in the centre (Photos. a and b of Fig. 1,
map, Fig. 3) The firn volume was 8658 m*® which was eleven times what it was the pre-
of 1~2mm

>

vious summer. The layer structure was almost homogeneous, “Zarame-snow’
diameter, (Photo. d of Fig. 1, Photos. ¢ and e of Fig. 2), except for an ice layer at the
bottom. The density was about 0.7 gr/em® (Fig. 6).

Two minor projects of research on the firn were made on August 27 and Septem-
ber 23. The observations showed a daily mean snow-melt of the firn of 6 cm-water/day
at the end of August, and of 2.8 cm-water/day in the middle of September.



