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Summary

An investigation has been carried out to obtain information on snow accumulation,
physical properties of the snow cover and their changes during winter in avalanche hazard
areas since the winter of 1963-64. The results of this investigation obtained during
the two winters of 1963-64 and 64-65 was previously reported under the title of “Snow
cover observation at Teshio District”. In 1965, the Avalanche Research Station of the
Institute of Low Temperature Science was established on the Nakanomine ridge of the
Teshio Experimental Forest of the Hokkaido University at Toikanbetsu. The title of
the reports on the project have been slightly changed to the title of this paper.

Observations during the three winter seasons of 1965-66, 66-67 and 67-68 were made
at four sites; two of them A and B are located on the south slope of Nakanomine ridge
and the other two C and D are located on the north slope of the same ridge.

The date obtained are illustrated in Figures in which letter symbols and graphic
symbols of the international classification of deposited snow were used :— snow tempera-
ture T, coordinate M measured perpendicularly to the slope from the ground, grain shape
F of snow particles, grain size D, density of snow G, hardness of snow R (measured by
Kinosita’s hardness meter) and free water content W. Some modifications were made on
the graphic symbols of the international classification. The white circle was introduced
to denote the round-shaped particles of fine granular grains of snow metamorphosed
from the class “b” snow particles of the international classification through dry process.
‘While the solid circle represents the coarse granular gains or corn grains of snow trans-
formed through wet metamorphism.



