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Summary

The distribution and its regional characteristics of a seasonal snow cover were studied
in the forest zone of the Daisetsu mountainous region located in the central part of Hokkaido
(43°40'N, 143°0'E) by measuring depths (by snow depth recorders) and water equivalents of
snow (by a snow sampler) throughout the accumulation and the ablation season from December
1978 to May 1979.

Differences in the destribution of water equivalent of snow were investigated in the west
and the east slope of the mountain, respectively facing windward and leeward of the prevailing
wind direction of the winter monsoon from Siberia to Hokkaido via the Japan Sea; such
differences were also investigated between two areas far from each other on the same west
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slope in the mountainous region. The processes of snow accumulation and its differences
due to slope directions and elevations were clarified by use of snow depth recorders set up
along slopes of mountains. Discussion was made about a method of estimating the amount
of solid precipitation in the mountain slope from the amount easily measurable at the foot

of the mountain.



