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Summary

The deceleration and accumulation process of a mixed-phase snow flow was investigated,

using a motor-driven camera and a high-speed video system set up to observe the process on
a horizontal plate joined smoothly to a flow chute, with the following findings: The snow
flow decelerated with an increase in drags, which, in addition to the mechanical friction on the
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plate, have components proportional to the velocity squared.

A characteristic wavy pattern was formed on the surface of the snow debris; the wave-
length was explained by the time variation of flow rates.

The snow debris was hard and its bulk density ranged from 430 to 555kg/m® The
formation of such large-density snow debris seems to be attributable to the liberation of
mechanical energy the moment that the flow comes to a halt.



