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Abstract : The characteristics of the aggregation of two snow crystals in the early
growth stage were investigated in a supercooled cloud tunnel.

The results obtained are as follows : 1) when planar snow crystals were aggre-
gated on the same plane, the centers of two crystals coincided or one center lied on the
inside of the middle of another crystal branch. The angles between the neighboring
branches ranged mostly from 0 to 15 degrees . 2) the aggregation of snow crystals in
the early growth stage caused malformed snow crystals and twelve-branched snow
crystals 5 3) aggregated columnar crystals corresponded to natural snow crystals
classified in the combination of columns or needle crystals. Two crystals made an angle
varying mainly from 70 to 90 degrees;  4) the fall velocity increased by more than 10

percent owing to the aggregation.
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