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Abstract : The depth, water equivalent and the hardness of snow cover are the most
important factors in the characteristics of snow cover. In this paper, diagrams were
used to illustrate the characteristics of snow cover using these three factors.

Snow surveying was carried out all over the Hokkaido during the second half of
February for the last 15 winters. It is considered that at this time of year the snow cover
is characterized strongly by the climate of mid winter as the mean air temperature is
below the melting point of ice.

The depth, water equivalent and mean Ram hardness of the snow cover were all
shown in one figure labelled a diagram of snow cover. Three types of diagrams are
shown in this paper; the first diagram is a regionally divided one, the second one is
classified by snow types, and the third one is a time series diagram from the beginning
to end of winter for every 10 days in Sapporo. These diagrams of snow cover illustrate

the snow characteristics simply and clearly.
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