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abstract : Researches on the actual circumstances of snow disaster on roads were
performed in Heilongjiang, China, in the beginning of March of 1994. Visual observa-
tions on snow conditions, distribution along the roads by traveling a distance of 1500 km
by car, and snow pit observations on natural and drifted snow were carried out. The
roads in plain regions were covered with black and dirty ice and packed snow containing
soil particles which were transported with wind-blown snow from agricultural land
around there. The ice on the road was not slippery because of the soil particles included
in it, but it was dangerous for high speed vehicles because of the irregular deposition of
ice caused by snow drift accumulating from a row of trees along the road.

On the while, roads in mountain regions with forest were covered with clean ,white,
slippery packed snow and ice, especially on the corners and steep slopes. The road
conditions mentioned above are not serious problems under the low traffic volume at this
time, but a counterplan for snow disasters on the roads will be come necessary owing to

increasing traffic volumes on the roads, in the near future.
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