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BEXERE

Demonstrative Research Regarding the Practical Process and Children's
Learning of Korea's “Suijunbetsukyouiku”

In this research the significance of the implementation of “ability grouping” in Korean school
education was empirically analyzed from surveys carried out on pupils actually divided by “ability
grouping.” At that time, firstly an analysis was made regarding the connection between the background
and purpose of the introduction of Korea's “ability grouping” policy. Secondly, examinations were
made regarding the connection between the various discussions that came from preceding research in the
United States, which has 30 years' experience in implementation.

Based on the 2 points above, this research utilized “ability-grouped scholastic ability,” namely, the 3
indices of higher bracket scholastic ability, intermediate bracket scholastic ability, and lower ability
scholastic ability as ability-grouped scholastic ability indices. Then, lessons were divided into two
categories and analyzed to determine what kind of lessons were actually being carried out in ability-
grouped classes, namely, “communal lessons” or “non-communal lessons.” Both categories were
named “ability grouping practice.”  Using such indices, verification was carried out as to whether there
are any differences in “ability grouping practices”  depending on the “ability-grouped scholastic
ability.” If there are, what kinds of differences are brought about in the children by the differing
“educational content” and “lesson methods” according to each of the scholastic abilities developed in
ability grouping, namely, “communal lessons” vs. “non-communal lessons.” And also, what changes
are brought about directly in the pupils' grades (sholastic ability), their will to study, and their relationships
with friends, and how do these changes differ between “communal lessons” and “non-communal
lessons.”

Through the above, what became clear in the end was, firstly, no positive effects were apparent with
regards “relationships with freinds” and the “will to study,” from the division of ability-grouped
classes, itself. Secondly, it became clear that what actually influences these in the children was rather the
methods of the ability-grouped lessons. In other words, the children's “relationships with friends,” their
“will to study” and “improvemen of grads” by “ability grouping practice,” Indeed, it became clear
that “communal lessons”  had a stronger influence over the children that “non-communal lessons,” in

all aspects.



