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Measurements of Drift of Ice Island ARLIS· II in 1965 

Kou KUSUNOKI 

tItl 'l.i. 
Department of Polar Reseal'ch, National Science Museum, Tokyo, Japan 

Abstract 

During the final stage of drift of ice island Arlis-II from the Arctic Ocean into Denmark Strait 
between February and May in 1965, a series of measurements of ice drift was conducted by the use 
of Arlis-II Drift Meter which was developed by General Motors Corporation and procured by the 
University of Washington, Seattle. About 200 drift measurements were made on a basis of three 
times a day from 78°14'N. and Ogo08'W. to 67°19'N. and 24°29'W. Results indicated the drift to 
the south or south-west with an average speed of 17 em/sec. Ice drift was also deduced from the 
results of celestial navigation. Discussions were given on the installation of Drift Meter, relation 
between the ice drift and wind system, and the influence of East Greenland current upon the ice 
drift. 


