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INFLUENCES OF FOREST ON SPRING FLOOD (I)
NON-FREEZING SPOTS'IN FROZEN FOREST FLOOR
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Summary

In the heights of the Tomakomai Experiment Forest, Hokkaido University, the
soils under the 30 to 50 cm of snow in the forest freeze every winter. Average
maximum depth of freezing under hardwoods may be at 18 cm, in the open at 33 em.
The rapid melting of the snow in the spring especially in the open favors surfacé
runnoff from the frozen soil and lessens seepage. The close examination showed
that 29 or more non-freezing spots were scattered in the floor of 50x20 m dense -
natural hardwood, which converted surface runoff to underground seepage.



