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Summary

To understand the degree of intimate connection between agriculture and forestry
in farm management on newly developed land, we have already made surveys
on the actual states in three areas of which the site conditions are different and have
reported the results in the Research Bulletins of College Experiment Forests, Hokkaido
University-

As a continuation of these investigations, we have analysed a newly cultxvated
area “The Sarufutsu-Daiichi-Kaitakuchi” in the northern part of Hokkaido in Nov. 1955.

Many farmers in this area have suffered serious losses in crop harvest from the
two floods in August 1955. Moreover, low temperature in recent years has
made farmers’ economy very bad and unstable.

An outline of the findings is summarized as follows, though it may not exactly
indicate the normal states of the farmers’ economy.

1. Forestry incomes, that is, total wage incomes from forest labour and cash
incomes from the sale of forest products, are equivalent to 41% of whole cash receipts
and can be recognized to occupy a very important situation in the farmer’s economy.

2. Working days in the forest for obtaining wage‘and forest produqts correspond
to 3095 of total working days in a year.

Namely, it has important weight in distribution of families labour power.

3. Forest lands are utilized comparatively well, as to grazing, grass gathering
and charcoal making, etc. But, we should not overlook the fact that forest land i's
also serving well in farm management through windbreak and erosion control.

Affected by the lay of the land, this area will be inevitably damaged by floods
when a heavy rain falls. Accordingly, as long as flood damage is not overcome
by engineering work, it is difficult to establish permanent farm operations.

As provisional action at present, it is very important to cultivate root vegetables
—— potato, turnip and beet, etc. —— that have comparativer strong resisting power
against high water, and to alter land availing division. But, it is more important
to adopt positively forest treatment for water source conservation and erosion control
as a part of farm management.

Since the standing timber is now decreasing rapidly, it is very serious to
consider how to employ the direct .and indirect function of forest lands in. farm
management in future.



