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Summary

It is not too much to say that the connection between agricuiture and forestry
is generally so intimate that farm management can not be farther developed without
the use of forest lands.

The writers think that the connection should bLe strengthened under the bad
conditions such as pertain in the newly developed lands, because the physical and
social-economic conditions of reclaimed lands are generally of very low grade; and
production means in the farm operations are not yet sufficiently arranged, farmer’s
economy is not good but is unstable, especially in the first stage of development.



252

The writers want to find out clearly in what form and to what degree the
utilization of forest lands has been contributing to farm management of the newly
developed areas. With this point in view, the writers have already investigated
four areas having different site conditions, and reported in the Research Bulletins
of the College Experiment Forests, Hokkaido University. '

As a continuation of these surveys, two additional areas were studied in 1956 :
“The Kamisato-Kaitakuchi” and “The Taisei-Kaitakuchi”. The site conditions of
the two display respectively characteristic features.

The conclusions reached at “The Kamisato-Kaitakuchi” are summarized as fol-
lows.

1. Forestry income, that is, total wage income from forest labour and cash
income from the sale of forest products, is equivaient to 17% of whole cash receipts.

2. Working days in the forest for obtaining wages and forest products cor-
respond to 12% of total working days in a year and have no great significance in
distribution of families’ labour force.

About “The Taisei-Kaitakuchi” the following points were noticed.

1. Many farmers in this district have suffered serious losses in crop harvest as
a result of low temperature in 1956.

2. Forestry income, wage income from forest labour and earnings from the
sale of forest products, are equal to 42% of gross receipts.

3. The number of working days in the forest corresponded to 26% of whole
working days in a year. Namely, it has important weight in distribution of families’
labour power.

It is supposed that forest lands are utilized comparativelly well, as to grazing,
grass gathering, fuel wood making; reforestation has just been set on foot in both
of the two areas. ' .

In conclusion, the connection of agriculture and forestry in the newly developed
lands is found apparently to be pretty intimate.

It is sure that the importance of forest income in the farmer’s economy is more
significant for farmers belonging to the lower grade than for those who are better
off.

At present, these forests are in poor condition: understocked and containing
many cull or worthless trees, but the potential for producing more and better timber
is there. Therefore, it is very important to consider how to develop drational forest
management in future. So, the farmers might expect much more forest products,
and then, forest income must have a role not only to balance the lack of farm
harvests but to make the farmer’s economy much better.

For this reason, we urge strongly that enthusiastic efforts should be made by
farmers and authorities concerned to advance reasonable and fitting management
of forest land in order to stabilize and improve farm operations.



