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Summary

In the standard procedure for colorimetry of wood, a photoelectric spectropho-
tometer is generally used. The colorimetric characteristics of wood vary greatly as
do its other properties. This paper reports results of colorimetry performed on
specimens of bass-wood (Tilia japonica SIMK.), sen-wood (Kalopanax septemlobum
Koipz.), nara-wood (Quercus crispula BL.) and samples of fiberboards.

The results obtained are briefly stated as follows:

1) Difference of ‘1-2% of the reflectional coefficient for bass-wood specimens
are distinguishable by the naked eye in the range of 4-109% luminosity, but this
inspection is very difficult under any condition. Especially in nara-wood, the limit
distinguishable by the naked eye seems to be about 5%.

2) The colorfulness of weathered materials decreases very clearly in proportion
to increase in the weathering time, especially after 1-2 years.

3) The colorimetric values vary with respect to the roughness of surface or
moisture content of wood.

4) The variation in the colorimetric values of nara lumber of several grades is
not very distinct, but the luminosity is distributed over a very wide range.



