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Summary

It is well known that the forest land has in general contibuted to the economy
of farmers living near the forests or in the mountain villages. It generally is true
that the management of farmers in such places is rather bad as compared with that
of farms on the level land. The main reason is that the conditions in mountain
villages are very unfavourable, and moreover, the cultivated lands are generally sm-
all in size and lie unfavourably. Accordingly, the farmers living in the poor location
must gain some income additional to that from agriculture. In this meaning forest
income plays an important role.

The writers want to ascertain in what form and to what degree the forestry
related activities are contributing to successful farm operations. This connection of
agriculture and forestry changes, of course, even from farm to farm according to
the site conditions. We are convinced of that the ultimate outcome of this study
will help to establish a reasonable forest management which in turn will help to
stabilizes and improves farm operations in or near to forest areas.

From the viewpoint above noted, 3 communities were selected—Toyosawa, Ka-
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mihoronai and Sakuraoka in the village of Atsuma, Yufutsu county, Hokkaido. They
have respectively different, but intimate connections between agriculture and fores-
try in regard to the farm management. This investigation was made early in No-
vember, 1957.

Toyosawa community has the best conditions amongst the 3 places in Atsuma
village. Most of the farmers there own plot of a cultivated land of compartively
high productivity. The average area of cultivated land is 2.9 ha of which 1.9 ha is
rice-field. Those farmers have also about 14 ha wood land on the average.

The level of living and the conditions under which they carry on agriculture
are the worst for the Kamihoronai farmers because the climate is generally bad and
the cultivated land is too limited—1.7 ha per farmers. Their wood land area aver-
ages about 4 ha. In addition to these natural handicaps, implements and means
needed for the farm operations are not yet fully available owing to the bad financ-
ial condition of the neighborhood.

The average area of cultivated land in Sakuraoka community is 2.5 ha, of which
85 percent is in rice-fields. About 6 ha wood land is included in the average hold-
ing. The site conditions here are almost the same as those of Toyosawa community.
In spite of comparatively high level of living of Sakuraoka farmers, they have a
remarkable amount of debts due to the purchase of durable goods. This is because
the community is located near the Atsuma market.

Analyzing the survey of the farm management in 3 communities briefly discri-
bed above, the actual important role played by forestry in the farm management
may be summarily stated as follows.

1. The forestry income, meaning total wage income from froest labour and cash
income from the sale of forest products, is equivalent to 20 percent (Toyosawa), 24
percent (Kamihoronai), and 39 percent (Sakuraoka) of a family’s total cash receipts
respectively. Therefore, it can easily be recognized that the forestry income occu-
pies a very important place in the farmer’s economy.

2. In Kamihoronai community the greater part of the forest income is derived
from forest labour. Charcoal making has been most important in the economy of
the Sakuraoka community. Farmers have bought the most part of the wood for
charocal making. On the other hand, Toyosawa farmers have received forest income
from three sources: the sale of standing timber, forest labour, and charcoal making.

3. The working days for-earning wage and harvesting forest products corresp-
ond to 26 percent (Toyosawa), 37 percent (Kamihoronai), and 46 percent (Sakuraoka)
of total working days in the year respectively. They have important weight in the
allocation of family labour resources.

4. Wage income from forest labour is much smaller than income from the sale
of forest products, while in the distribution of farmers’ labour power the former
takes a larger portion than the latter. _

5. The forest lands belonging to the farmers have been utilized to some extent
for the purpose of grazing, grass cutting and fuel obtaining. 'On the other hand, a
limited amount of reforestation in these districts has been carried out since 1953.

It is clear that in the farmer's economy forest income has played an important
role to supplement the agricultural income, which includes that from dairy and
livestock. Especially such a situation can be found easily in the case of poor far-
mers. However, it must be emphasized that the forest should be arranged so that
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the farmers can have some leeway in their household economy and can harvest
forest products at any time necessary. /

The private forest area, of which the most part belongs to individual farmers,
amounts to 57 percent of the total forest area in Atsuma village, it is equivalent to
42 percent of the whole forest land area of the same village. Thus, it is recognized
that the private forests play a very important part from the viewpoint of utilizing
lahd area as well as of stabilizing farm economy.

At present, the artificial forest (mainly Larix sp.) supplies only about 4 percent
of private forest and the rest is deciduous secondary forest, of which the growing
stock is generally small owing to poor management.

Since the timber growing potential in this secondary forest is very high, it is
urgently needed that a plan be made which will provide most reasonably for forest
operations, tending, protection, and so on, while due care is taken in respect to the
distribution of the family labour power in future.



