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Summary

It is a self-evident fact that the relationship between agriculture and forestry
is generally so intimate that farm management can not b o further improved without
use being made of forest land.

The writers are convinced that such relationship would be even more remarka-
ble under bad situations due to the low grade of natural environment and low level
of social-economic conditions such as are often exist in the newly developed land.

The purpose of this paper is to find out clearly in what form and to what de-
gree the utilization of forest land is contributing to farm-management in the newly
developed land. :

From the viewpoint mentioned above, the writers have selected 6 places in
various parts of Hokkaido. Their circumstances—location, climate, etc.,—are differ-
ent from each other. This survey was carried out during the period from 1953 ‘to
1956 annually. Sixty three farm-homes were investigated by the method of visit-
ing each house. .

The results obtained from this investigation are summarized as follows :

1. On lhe part that foresiry plays in cash income and its oulgo.

The forestry income comprising the wage of forest labour and the sale forest
products, is between 10 and 49 percent of the whole cash receipt of each farmer.

It is clear that this occupies a comparatively large part in the total cash in-
come of the farmers living in the newly developed land. However, comparison of
the weight of forestry income gained by each farmer shows a fair variation among
them. ‘ :

On the other hand, forestry expenditure is within 6 percent of the whole cash.
outgo. )

It can be pointed out that forestry income clearly has an important role in
“increasing black-ink figures” and in covering or eliminating deficit.

II. On the distribution of families’ labour power.

The number of days worked in forestry is between 6 and 30 percent of the
whole working day throughout the year. Therefore, it occupies an important weight
in the distribution of families’ labour power. The forest labour may be broadly
divided into two categories such as the labour to acquire wages in other places and
that in their own forest.
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III. On the utilization of forest land.

The forest land is utilized pretty well with regards to fuel wood making, grass
gathering and grazing. On the other hand, reforestation has generally not yet been
carried out in each of the 6 localities. Such a situation does not mean a reasonable
utilization of the forest land. Grass gathering and grazing have been done by the
farmers in order to save their stock-breeding labour power and fodder in the
newly developed land, where stock-breeding has an important role for improving
bad site conditions.

In short, it is recognized that the weight of forestry in the farm management
and household operation in newly developed land is fairly large, however, the pre-
sent state of combination of agriculture and forestry is far from the ideal manage-
ment of its kind.

The writers are convinced that it is highly necessary to manage private indi-
vidually owned small forest tracts by more reasonable and proper means in order
to stabilize farm operations.



