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Summary

The first hillside repairs using straw-mats were made in the Nagano prefecture
during the period of 1954-1959. .

Such works were very successful as compared with the old types brush covermg
and the terracing on disintgerated land.

Remarkable characteristics of the works were as follows:

1. The straw-mats were spread out so that stems of straw lay hor1zontally

2. The straw-mats cover-kept seeds and fertilizers from running down along the
slope when it rained, because the straw stems controlled the striking strength of rain
drops and the velocity of surface run-off.

3. The cover kept a suitable moisture in the surface soil, which encouraged growth
of seedlings.

4. The cover on the slope kept the soil from freezing up.

5. The rotten strow-mats coverted into manure.

Using such works, the whole surface of the disintegrated land will be covered with
vegetation without any difficulty. '
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