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The Possession and Utilization of the Forest Land by Farmers

——Its Present Trend and Economical Characteristics
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Summary

It may be generally said that the weak point of forest policy of Japan is concen- "
trated on the private forest. . The main cause for this is that the private forest is owned
by various kind of owners and the purposes of its management are respectively different
each other. Most of the private forest owners are occupied by farmers. Therefore, it
is absolutely necessity for the development of forest policy to study on the present
situation and economical characteristics of the possesion and management regarding
with farm-forests.

After the World War II, the socio-economical environment of farm-forstry gradually
differed according to the changes in the field of agriculture and forestry. /

From the view point of forestry, the author can point out three remarkable changes
as to the socio-economical environment. For the first thing, the price of timber rem-
arkablly went up owing to the causes as follows: Increase of population, the import-
limitation, and the decrease of producing area—Formosa, Korea and Sagalien. For the
second thing, the situation of transportation was improved by the development of roads,
tracks, automobiles, winches and etc.. For the third thing, the forest policy of Japan
greatly changed its characteristics through the furtherance to the roads and pléntations,
the establishment of extension system -and Forest Owner’s Association, and adequate
controls of forestry tax.

On the other hand, from the viewpoint of agriculture, the author can also point
out two remarkable changes. For the first thing, the ownerships of farm-land and the
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“structure of production-system greatly altered due to the influence of Agrarian Reform
in 1946. Owing to this alternation, the content of forest management will change to
same extent. For example, before the World War II, though the landlords of Japan
stocked their capital, mainly depending upon the incomes from agriculture, after the
War, they lost most of their farm-lands and thought much of forestry as the means
of capital accumulation. For the second thing, the farm management and its techniques
highly developed by the improvement of chemical fertilizers and forage crops, conse-
quently, the area of pasture forest decreased and this decreased area came to be used
for the purpose of forest-production. ‘

Under circumstances mentioned above, the author tried to make clear the present
trends and economical characteristics of farm-forestry in connected with farm manage-
ment. Such a tendency is seemend to be different according to the magnitude of land
area, therefore, depending upon the magnitude of arable land area, the author classified
farm-houses as follows :

Small: Owners of small area

. Medium : Owners of medium area

Large: Owners of large area

In order to (;omplete this study, the author selected two towns and one village at
random out of the villages having a high rate of private forest to the whole forest—
Otoye, Kamiyubetsu and Ikeda in Hokkaido. The Otoye-village is located in the paddy
field district in the middle of Hokkaido, the Kamiyubetsu-town the dairy farming district

in the eastern part, and Ikeda-town the pulsefield district in the middle part.
' Though the author obtained the results on the outstanding feature of each inves-
tigated land, he reported the general trend. only about the differences between small,
medium and large classes.

The results obtained are summerized as follows:

I. On the acquisition and conversion of land.

The acquisition of forest land in each farmers’ classification is mostly caused by
the purchase done after the World War II.

The average frequency and magnitude of area seen in each forest acquisition
indicated higher percentage in large and medium classes. ‘

Besides the purpose of maintaining farmer’s property, the acquisition of forest
depends upon the following two causes :

1. As a collateral one of the farm land

2. For the purpose of cultivating land.

Such a tendency is relatively remarkable in large and medium classes.

Remarkable differences can not be recognized between an average frequency and
a magnitude of area seen in an acquisition of arable land in each class.

As regard with the alternation of land utilization aims out of six combinations,
the author mostly recognized the following three types.

1. Arable land—Forest land

2. Forest land—Arable land

3. Arable land—Grazing and grass-gathering land
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The conversion reason of the first utilizing type is limited by natural condition
relating to soil quality and topography, however, the second and the third types are
decided by the system of farm management, in which the highest interest can be
expected.

As regard with the conversion, large and medium classes indicated a high rate
in all types mentioned above.

The acquisition of farm land did not show any differences between small, medium,
and large classes. )

II. On the management and utilization of forest land.

The author recognized that the eagerness for planting and cutting can be expressed
by three indicators—the average number of houses carrying out such operations, the
operating frequency, and the operation area at one time. :

Judging from three indicators mentioned here, the planting operation has been
done over considerable large area in medium and large classes.

The cutting has been generally carried out not only for self-using but also for selling.

The situation of cutting operation for the self-using and selling does not indicate
remarkable differences between small, medium and large classes. .

44~77 percent of the farmers obtain feulwood from their own forests.

The sale of wood is generally seldom and is occupied by the cross trade between
producers and consumers. In medium and large classes, money gained by the salé is
used not only for living expenditure and tax but also for the expenditure of farm
management. |

The forest lands belonging to the farmers have been utilized some extent for the
purpose of grazing, grass-gathering and feulwood production. ¢

III. On the distribution of labour power. ‘

The forest labour may be broadly divided into two categories such as the labour
to acquire wages in their own forests or other places. The labour in their own forests
takes two forms. One is only furnished to their family and the other takes the
employment system in order to cope with the lack of family labour.

Though the agricultural labour days are closely connected with the situation of
farmers’ classification, the forestry labour days do not indicate as a remarkable tendency
as in the case of agriculture, the tendency can be arranged in descending order as
follows : Large—Medium—Small.

The labour to acquire wages in forests or other places is mainly seen in the small
class.

IV. The relationship between the farmers and the Forest Owner’s Association was
compared with the one between farmers and the Agricultural Cooperative Association.

The author judged the correlation grade between both Associations and farmers
by three indicators—the rate of taking part in Agricultural Cooperative Association
and Forest Owner’s Association, the percentage of attending to the general meeting,
and the frequency of visiting Agricultural Cooperative Association and Forest Qwner’s
Association.

The relationship between Forest Owner’s Association and the farmers is generally
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.higher in large and medium classes.

The relationship between Agricultural Cooperatrive Association and the farmers
is almost the same degree in all classes. .

Agricultural Cooperative Association is closely connected with the farmers through
their living and management system, as compared with the case of Forest Owner’s
Association and the farmers.

Judging from four inditators showing the correlation between farmers and thier
forest management mentioned above, the most close correlation grade is found in both
medium and large classes. These classes come into the categoly of the farm-houses
in the self-reliance limiting.

After the War, the situation of farmers’ economy be came worse and the rate of
_incomes from side jobs highly went up. The farmers’ economy cannot maintein its
sound situation without such incomes from side jobs. Furthermore, most of side job
incomes in the mountain village are obtained mainly through forestry.

Such a phenomenon is considered as a kind of penetration of commodity market
due to the development of capitalism.

In a word, the farmers in the self-reliance limiting ‘must adopt two basic treatments
in order to improve their economical status. One of them is to increase the area of
managing land, and the other is to make its management intensive. However, these
two directions are so difficult to be carried out, as far as the arable land is concerned,
that farmers gradually came to think much of forest land.

That is to say, the possession of forest land may be opposed to the direction to
increase the area of managing land, and the characteristics of forest utilization to
intensive management.



