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Summary

1. In the classical study of forestry very little attention has been given to research
on the land-rent theory.

For the first time in Japan, this problem was brought foward by prof. Kinzo
SHIMADA. Since World War II the research work in forestry from the economics
stand point has been carried on :positively by his successors taking always this aspect.
At present, however, the problem has not yet been cleared up.

The writer believes that is due to two reasons,—one is lack of understanding
of the social economics of forestry, and the other is insufficient understanding of the
Land-rent theory.

2. Mr. Sadao ISHIWATA published a book called “Forest-rent” 1952. In this book first
he described systematically the forest-rent theory. He considered that forestry falls
into two categories ;—the industry of logging and the industry of afforestation.
According to his view, therefore, forest-rent means loggingrent just like mining-rent,
and it simultaneously means afforestation-rent the same as agriculture-rent.

But the writer does not think his theory is right; he believes that the industry
of logging is defferent from the industry of afforestation. The writer believes
afforestation should be considered as a highly developed phase of the industry of
logging. Mr. Shimezo TAKAHASHI objects to Mr. ISHIWATA’s opinion that forestry is
classified in two categories. But his theory has an utterly confused element because
of his indiscriminate way of treating the tow productivity phases of forestry.

3. It is obvious that there are two different aspects of production. These are the
industry of logging and the industry of afforestation.

One must distingwish between them. But it should not be considered, as Mr.
IsHIWATA did, that both methods have entirely different character and no connection
to each other.

In the industry of afforestation, the process of production——fhe artificial planting
of by forest trees—is an improved process to cultivate the forest after the artificial
methods. In other words, it is reform artificially a natural forest into a highly
productive forest by investing.labor in it. On the basis of this understanding the
relation between these different types of production in forestry, our consideration of
its basic theories will be aimed definitely at the industry of logging.

4. The form of rent in the industry of afforestation is not a pure one, but it is ex-
tremely modified. Accordingly, it must be excluded from our consideration of land-
rent theory. .

This consideration should further research work on advanced forest economics
theory based on the land-rent theory.



