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Summary

I

It may be generally said that the weak point of forest policy of Japan is concen-
trated on the private forest. The main reason for this is that the private forest is
owned by various kind of owners and the purposes of its management are different
each other. Most of the private forest owners are occupied by farmers. Therefore,
it is absolutely necessity for the development of forest policy to study on the present
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situatin of the possession and management regarding with farm forests.

However, generally speaking, every systematic study on the farm-forestry of Japan
is seriously delayed.

In this study, the author tried to research the development process and economical
characteristics about the farm-forestry in relation to its possession and management,
and put his foundamental studying aim as follows :

1. After the World War II, the socio-economical environment of farm-forestry
seems to be differed according to the changes in the field of agriculture and forestry.

From the view point of forestry, the author can point out three remarkable
changes as to the socio-economical environment. For the first thing, the price of
timber remarkably went up owing to the following causes—the increase of population,
the import-limitation, and the loss of Formosa, Korea, and Sagalien. For the second
thing, the situation on transportion was improved by the development of roads, tracks,
automobiles, winches and etc.. For the third thing, the forest policy of Japan greatly
changed its charateristics through the furtherance to the roads and plantations, the
establishment of extension system and Forest Owner’s Associations, and adequate
controls of forestry tax.

On the other hand, from the view point of agriculture, the author can also point
out two remarkable changes. For the first thing, the ownerships of farm-land and
the structure of prodution-system greatly altered due to the influence of Agrarian
Reform in 1946. Owing to this alternation, the content of forest management will
change to same extent. For example, before the World War II, though the landlords

- of Japan stocked their capital, mainly depending upon the incomes from agriculture,
after the War, they lost most of their farm-land and thought much of forestry as
the means of capital accumulation. For the second thing, the farm management and
its techniques were highly developed by the improvement of chemical fertilizers, forage
crops and machines etc., consequently, the area of pasture forest decreased and this
decreased area came to be used for the purpose of forest-production.

Under the circumstances mentioned above, the author tried to make clear the
economical characteristics of farm-forestry in Hokkaido as compared with them in
Honshu, through the procoss of possession and management in connected with capital,
labour, and land utilization for agriculture.

2. However, such a tendency is seemed to be different according to the magnitude
of land area, therefore depending upon the magnitude of arable land area, the author
classified farm-houses as follows :

Small : Owners of small area
Medium : Ownere of medium area
Large : Owners of large area

And he reported the general trend about the differences between small, medium

and large classes.
3. In order to complete this study, the author selected five villages having a

high rate of private forest land to the whole forest from each that is divided into
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five regions—southern part, northern part, eastern part, paddy district in the middle
- part, pulse-field district in the middles part—in Hokkaido according to the special
features combined with agricultural and forestry production.

TN

tas e - II

This paper is composed of two parts. At the first part, the author described
the special features, of farm-forestry in Hokkaido. At the second part, he pointed
out the development process and present trend of the possession and utilization of the
forest land by farmers, throghout the acquisition and coversion of land, the distribution
of labour power,.the management and utilization of forest land, and the relationship
between farmers. and Forest Owner’s Association.

Furthermore, the first part is divided into two chapters. At the first chapter, he
described the situation on private forest ownership in Hokkaido as compared with them
of Honshu from the view point of the timber market and forest production. At the
second chapter, he threw light on the important role of forestry in the economy of
farmers living near the forests from the following three point—the forestry cash
income and its outgo, the distribution of family labour power, and the utilization of
forest land.

Finally, the author pointed out the economical characteristics of farm-forestry on
the basis of analizing on three producing elements—capital, labour and land—and
managing features.

I

The outstanding results obtained are summarized as ’follows:

1. On the part that Forestry plays in each income and its outgo.

The forestry income comprising the wage of forest labour and the sale forest
products, is between 24 and 46 percent of the whole cash receipt of each farmer.

It is clear that this occupies a comparatively large rate in the total cash income
of the farmers living near the forests. However, the weight of forestry income gained
by each farmer shows a fair variation, and does not give the clear tendency on the
classification of farmers.

On the other hand, forestry expenditure generally occupies a small rate to the
whole cash outgo.

It can easily be recognized that the forestry income has a very important weight
and has a role in covering or eliminating deficit in the farmer’s economy.

2. On the acquisition and conversion of land.

The acquisition of forest land in each farmers’ classification is mostly caused by
the purchase done after the World War.

The average frequency and magnitude of area seen in each forest acquisition
indicated higher percentage in large and medium classes.

Besides the purpose of the maintaining farme’s property, the acquisition of forest
depends upon the following two causes:

(a) As a collateral one of the farm land.
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(b): For the purpose of cultivating land.

Such a tendency is relatively remarkable in large and medium classes.

The average frequency and magnitude of area seen in an acquisition of arable
land can be recognized high percentage in large and medium class as well as the
tendency shown in the acquisition of forest land.

As regard with the alternation of land utilization aims out of six combinations,
the author mostly recognized the following three types.

(a) Arable land — Forest land

(b) Forest land — Arable land

(¢) Arable land — Grazing and grass—gathering land

The conversion reason for the first utilizing type is limited by natural conditions
relating to soil quality and topography, however, the second and the third types are
decided by the system of farm management, in which the heighest interest can be
expected.

As regard with the conversion, large and medium classes indicated a high rate.

3. On the form and distribution of the labour power.

The forest labour may be broadly divided into two categories—the labour to
acquire wages in other places and that in their own forests. The labour in their
own forests takes two forms. One is only furnished to their family and the other
takes the employment system in order to cope with the lack of family labour.

Though the agricultural labour days are closely connected with the situation of
farmers’ classification, the forestry labour days do not indicate a remarkable tendency
as shown in the case of agriculture, however, the tendency can be arranged in
descending order as follows: Large-Medium-Small.

The labour to acquire wages in forests or other places is mainly seen in the small
class.

4. On the management and utilization of forest land.

The author recognized that the eagerness for planting and cutting can be expressed
by the following three indicators—the average number of houses carring out such
operations, the operating frequency, and the operation area at one time.

Judging from these three indicators, the planting operation has been done over
considerable large area in medium and large classes.

The cutting has been generally carried out not only for self-using but also for
selling.

The situation on cutting operation for the self-using and selling does not indicate
remakable differences between small, medium and large classes.

The sale of wood is generally seldem and is occupied by the cross trade between
producers and consumers. In medium and large classes, money gained by the sale is
used not only for living expenditure and tax but also for the expenditure of farm
management.

The forest land belonging to the farmers have been utililized to some extent for
the purpose of grazing, grass-gathering and feul wood production. 36~78 percent of
farmers obtained feul wood from their own forests. .
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v

Judging from three elements of production and managing features showing the
correlation between farmers and their forest management mentioned above, the most
close correlation grade is found in both medium and large classes.

These classes come into the category of the farm-houses in the self-reliance
limiting.

After the World War II, the situation on the farmers’ economy became worse
and the rate of incomes from side jobs highly went up. The farmers’ economy cannot
maintein its sound situation without such incomes from side jobs. Furthermore, most
of side job incomes in the mountain village are obtained mainly through forestry.

Such a phenomenon is considered as a kind of penetration of commodity market
due to the development of capitalism. 4

In a word, the farmers in the self-reliance limiting must adopt two basic treat-
ments in order to improve their economical status. One of them is to increase the
area of managing land, and the other is to make its management intensive. However,
these two directions are so difficult to' be carried out, as far as the arable land is
concerned, that farmers gradually came to think much of forest land.

That is to say, the possession of forest land may be opposed to the direction to
increase the area of managing land, and the characteristics of forest utilization to

intensive management.

A



