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Summary

In this paper, the author studied on the historical development process of sawing
industry and the lumber market in both Mukawa and Saru watersheds.
1. 1908-1919
The lumber production in both Mukawa and Saru watersheds was begun very
lively by Oji Paper Company and Mitsuibussan. Company at the end of Meiji period.
Along the downstream of those watersheds, few saw mills started their business on
a extensive scale at the beginning of Taisho period, those saw mills were under
supervision of Mitsuibussan Company.
2. 1920-1931
On the other hand, especially in the Mukawa watersheds, saw mills also started
their business on a small scale since 1921. Such a local saWing industry being formed
since 1921 reduced its scale under the despresion directly based on World War I and
saw mills went into bankrupt regardless of their factory scale in Showa panic period.
3. 1932-1945
The timber controlled structure was built under the wartime economy since 1933.
The local sawing industry and lumber makers were incorporated into this structure,
the national demand for increasing lumber production mobilized them entirely under
the wartime economy. The places for producing lumber in those watersheds moved
gradually from private forest to national forest because the former devasted for a fairly
vast area after Taisho period.
4. 1946-1954
The number of saw mills increased not only in those watersheds but also in the
whole of Hokkaido in order to supply reconstructed materials and national forest
authorities established the lumber selling sysi‘:.em in 1947. Thus, sawing industry in
those watersheds realized the district for producing construction timber of soft wood.
5. 1955-1964
As the cut volume of national forest grew larger after 1958, the lumber selling
system came to have a significance in the Hokkaido lumber market policy. The capital
of paper pulp companies being supported well by national forest authorities reorganized
the lumber market in Hokkaido. Under such circumstances, the saw mills in those
watersheds ensured their position as the place for producing timber of construction, at
the same time, they came to the subcontract maker of paper pulp companies and
produced pulp material by employing cheap wage labourers. Therefore, the paper pulp

companies secured an advantageous position by supporting their own subcontract
makers.



