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Summary

I

1) Before World War 11, labors in Japanese forestry generally used a saw and an
axe etc. in logging labor-process. In this system, there were two types called “KIR-
IPPANASHI” and “KIRIDASHI”. To begin with, the author wishes to explain about
the former above-mentioned, this type belongs to the category that loggers only carried
out felling and bucking. On the other hand, the type of the latter belongs to the
category that loggers furthermore participated in yarding after finished felling and
bucking. This “KIRIDASHI” type was found out all over the Tohoku Prefecture
belonged to the snowfall region.

2) One out of these two types in logging labor-process, namely, “KIRIPPANA-
SHI” type cannot be completely found out at the present time. This main reason
depends upon the fact so-called rationalization greatly advanced. Owing to the same
reason, “KIRIDASHI” type also decreased remarkably. However, this type has still
retained only at the Kawauchi District Forest Office located in the Shimokita Peninsula
administrated by the Aomori Regional Forest Office.

The author embraced a serious interest in advance about the fact that logging
operation using simply constructed tools such as a saw and an axe etc. have been carrying
out by the Kawauchi District Forest Office even at the present time, and tried through
his research work to analyze the historical reason why such simply constructed tools
remained there in forestry. Accordingly, the main purpose of this research work is
to make clear the characters of this “KIRIDASHI” type in both logging labor-process
and labor-organization, while depending upon the developmental process of various
operations under direct control of this District Forest Office.

II

1) The logging operation under direct control of this District Forest Office
started in 1907. On the other hand, the mining industry was also carried out at the
same area during the period 1912 to 1925. Mainly due to this industry with noxious
gas happened through refining, large number of trees around here suffered from tre-
mendous damages. Under such circumstances, the cutting of trees suffered from dam-
ages above-mentioned greatly progressed and contributed to the development of logging
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operation.

2) In this process, many peasants lived in communities around this district be-
came to be employed as forest labors in logging operation, and gradually established
their labor-organizations in each community.

3) Various regulations in these labor-organizations were established while basing
on the existence of the rural community order which was called SHIMOKITA type.
Furthermore, the main content of this SHIMOKITA type consists of lateral relations
concerned with the whole households in each community. To regard with this

SHIMOKITA type, several sociologists denominated as one of the so-called primitive
communities.

4) The author confirmed the following facts through his research work concerned
with labor-organization in this District Forest Office. Namely, loggers in this district
generally carried out felling and yarding, on the days that loggers didn’t carried out
these operations, they participated in the operation such as sledding or loading. In
other words, every logger could transfer to the other operations-for instance from
logging to sledding or loading operation. Based on this fact, this “KIRIDASHI” type
was fairly simple co-operative form as compared with other places in the Tohoku
Prefecture.

5) As the author mentioned above, three factors scuh as rural community order,
character of labor-organization and form of logging labor-process closely connected with
each other. In order to make logging operation advance, it was absolutely necessary
to depend upon these three factors in this District Forest Office.

III

Though simply constructed tools above-mentioned have been used in this District
Forest Office, a chainsaw has not been used extensively. This main reason is as follows;
Namely, after World War II, especially in the 1960’s a chainsaw became to be used in
logging labor-process all over the Japan. Consequently, so-called Reynaud’s disease
roused a grave social sensation. On the other hand, under such circumstances, Na-
tional Forestry Worker’s Union in this District Forest Offiec continued to refuse

against the use of a chainsaw, and the Authority of District Forest Office was forced
to accept such a claim.

Thus, so-called Reynaud’s disease has not occured in this district even at the
present time. This fact has a significant meaning among many labor problems in the
present Japanese forestry. At the same time, it goes without saying that the use of
simply constructed tools such as a saw and an axe etc. falls behind the times.

Thus, the author wishes to mention his opinion for the future development of
logging operation in this District Forest Office. Namely, logging operation advanced
while depending upon the existence of rural communities there. Furthermore, the
inhabitants in rural communities there have been keenly claiming the stability of em-
ployment, and the evasion of various damages in labors. Therefore, the national forest
must attach importance to these claims. Especially, the spread of newly developed
automatic machines which can avoid various shocks from the bodily structure of labors,
is urgently necessary not only for this District Forest Office but also for the whole
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national forest, otherwise, the labor productivity there concerned with forestry is on
the verge of falling down rapidly.

Lastly, the author wishes to emphasize his following opinion. The development
of the national forest itself, especially in the area belonged to this District Forest
Office, must be deeply connected with the historical analysis of rural communities there
mainly from both sociological and economic view points.



