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The development process of the management of national
forest in Hokkaido before World War II

— Studies on the logging operation under the direct
control of Government —
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Summary

National forest holds an important position as the major economic core in Japan’s
forestry. But, at the present moment, it is facing difficult problems, for instance, in
the area of finance. During the pre-war days, national forestry in Hokkaido, presently
holding a unique position among all national forest, was under different control and
management system.

While, the former research on lhe management of national forest in Hokkaido
emphasized the analysis of the management plan, this research, covering 3 distinct
periods from the Meiji Era through the end of the Pacific War, deals with analysis of
silviculture (afforestation) and logging work, with an emphasis on the logging operation
under the direct control of Government.

National forest in other prefectures had been established mainly on the forest land
of feudal lords under the feudal clan system and on the common fram forest. The
traditional utilization of forest land by local farmers is restricted, and under the pres-
ent capitalism of Japan, the production of long timber is sustained in the policy of
natural resources. It has attached importance to silviculture as a key basis for the
management of national forest in other prefectures.

On the other hand, national forest in Hokkaido was established at once as Gov-
ernment land and was viewed in terms of the policy of colonization in Hokkaido.
Importance was attached to the forest as a source of funds in developing Hokkaido.
Therefore, the management was centered around the logging work of natural forest.

The management of national forest in Hokkaido during the pre-war time may be
divided into the following periods:

1st Period Establishment of national forest and annual special sale (1917)

2nd Period Beginning of the logging operation under the direct control of Gov-
ernment and management of national forest (1918-1932)

3rd Period Management of national forest under the war-time footing (1933-1946)

I have made the study on the process of historical development in the field of the

management of national forest, especially centering around the production of the
logging operation under the direct control of Government.



