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Fig. 1. Map of living quaters of Tomakomai Experiment Forest.

“A” indicates the location at which the black woodpecker tried to built a nest but
discarded it. “B” shows the nest location. “C” shows the site at which mating was
ovserved. Small triangle area: planted forest; striped area: natural forest; dotted area:
stream or pond ; open area: field or open space; solid part: buildings; solid line: road;
broken line: path.

Table 1. Size of the nest of a black woodpecker family
and the nested tree

. Height ot DBH ot . Size of
Snpei(tfli:egf ne?t tree ne?t t;ee NeSt he)lght en(tran)ce Nes(t depth
m) cm cm mm cm)
Acer palmatum 4.0* 37 193 94x122 51.5

*: The tree was broken at this height.
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Table 2. Morphological measurements of nestlings of black woodpecker
at 2 days before they left their nest (21 days of age)

Indi&idual Wing length Tail length Bill length Bill depth Body weight
o.

(mm) (mm) (mm) (mm) (g)
L 181 92 45 14 240
2, 172 91 4 14 255
3 167 98 45 14 275

mean+SD 173.3+7.09 93.743.79 43.7+2.31 1440 266.7+17.56
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Summary

The reproductive ecology of a family of black woodpecker (Dryocopus martius) and external
morphology of nestlings were observed from May to July 1986 in Tomakomai Experiment
Forest of Hokkaido University.

(1) Parents started to excavate a dead maple tree (Acer palmatum) on 22 May and com-
pleted nest building on 26 May.

(2) The nest tree was unusually low for this species and the height of the nest (1.93 m)
also lower than the usual records. Furthermore, the nest was located very close to the living
quarters in the Experiment Forest which was also unusual.

(3) Nestlings hatched on 21 June and left their nest on 14 July. Although the breeding
occured about 1 month later than the redords of Matsuoka (1979), nestling period (24 days)
was not different from the normal.

(4) Nestlings were 60~70% in size to adults at 21 days of age, which may be equivalent
to the largest size at the nestling stage because they left the nest 2 days later.

(5) Fecal droppings collected in the nest contained 4 species of ants and unidentified
coleopterans.



