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Geologic History of Tomakomai and its Surrounding Area
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Fig. 1. Distribution map of the Shikotsu pumice flow deposit (black).
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Fig. 2. Sea level changes during the Wiirm ice age and Holocene time.
After MINATO (1974).
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After MINATO (1974).
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Summary

The Sapporo-Tomakomai Lowland which extends from north to south, may be defined
as of the significant geologic boundary of Hokkaido. The subsurface of this lowland contains
marine deposits representing the Riss/Wurm as well as the Mindel/Riss interglacial stage. These
deposits are characterized by the production of fossil of molluscus that currently are found
in warm water than that of the present. A large amount of volcanic products covers these
marine deposits. Among them, the Shikotsu volcanic products, which have been dated as
approximately 30,000 to 32,000 y. B. P., provide useful time markers because of their extensive
converage. The present forest was formed after the last large eruption of Mt. Tarumae
(1669 A. D.).



