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Fig. 2. Footprint distribution of six mammals in the study area.
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Summary

A census was made of the Hokkaido hare, Lepus timidus ainu, by HavasHr's method
(HavasHi 1973), in a study area (215 ha) covered with broad-leaved forests (80%), coniferous
plantations (17%) and other vegetation (3%) in the Tomakomai Experiment Forest of Hok-
kaido University from 1978 to 1982. The number of hares recorded in the study area in-
creased from 2 in 1978 to 32.4 in 1982. During this period, a highway was constructed
along the southern border of the study area, but no effects of the road on the hare popula-
tion were detected. Many tracks of dogs, Canis familiaris, were found in the study area
every year, but the distribution did not overlap largely with that of the hares. The distribu-
tion of tracks of red foxes, Vulpes vulpes schrencki, widely overlapped that of hares. Tracks
of squirrels, Sciurus vulgaris orientis, were scarce in 1978 and 1979 but increased in the
other three years.



