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Summary

In the Hiyama Experimental Forest of Hokkaido University, the Japanese Cedar
(Cryptomeria japonica D.Don) plantation, which has been afforested since 1960, has
reached the thinning time limit in many stand of trees. However, thinning operations have
been restricted by labor power and budget constraints. Under this situation, the sale on
standing tree, which was not directly affected by labor power and budget concerns, was
conducted for the first time in 1995 to promote thinning.

Sale on standing tree should not materialize, if the harvested timber price fall below
the productive expenses. In order to make possible the sale on standing tree of thinned
low priced Japanese Cedar timber, methods of selective tree and thinning operation are
subject to strict conditions. The necessary conditions are the maintenance of a satisfac-
tory price level for the timber though appropriate selection of superior trees and the
reduction of logging costs. The methods used to satisfy those conditions are line thinning
and a high density road network. As a result of employing those methods, revenue from
the sale on standing tree has been sufficient to cover past silvicultural costs. Also, there
have been very little dispersal of forest land due to line thinning and the high density road
network, or disturbance to the forest land and damage to standing trees from machine
operations, which were forest lands of concern using the method of sale on standing tree.

The success of this method has provided promising prospects for future afforestation
of Japanese Cedar in the Hiyama Experimental Forest, as well as a foundation for the
economic management of Japanese Cedar forestry.



