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Summary

This report focuses on the establishment of the Hiyama Experimental
Forest of Hokkaido University and comparison of several long-term plans
developed to direct the management of the experimental forests and Japanese
Cedar (Criptomeria Japonica) plantations created in one part of the experi-
mental forest. The future management of Japanese Cedar plantations is also
addressed from the perspective of the market conditions for Japanese Cedar
logs and lumber in the Donan region (southern part of Hokkaido). The fol-
lowing summarizes the most important findings of this study.

Firstly, the Hiyama Experimental Forest was established for educational
and research purposes, following the implementation of reformation policy
within the Japanese university system in the early post World WarIl period.
Experiment forests developed for such purposes were rare among the experi-
mental forests belonging to the imperial universities, previously known as
called ”"Teidai”. The Hiyama Experimental Forest, established by Hokkaido
University, was expected to function perform as an ”integral research center”
for not only staff of the Department of Forestry but also staff of the
Faculties Agriculture, Fisheries and Science. Secondly, the Japanese Cedar
plantations in the Hiyama Experimental Forest were started without any con-
sideration to the original long-term plan. It wasn’t until 1985 that the Japanese
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Cedar plantations were first integrated into long-term plan, which was revised
in the same year. In the long-term plan as of 1995, the Japanese Cedar plan-
tations have been designated as forests with a long-term regeneration period
and are to be transformed into mixed forests. Thirdly, despite the fact that
thinning is necessary to attain the objectives of the 1995 long-term plan, diffi-
culties have arisen due to the following severe local market conditions: 1)
There has been no development of local markets for Japanese Cedar logs since
1975, which was the year when Japanese Cedar logs in the Donan region
started to be exported to the Honshu market; 2 ) Currently, exports of
Japanese Cedar logs to Honshu are rapidly being replaced by Japanese Cedar
lumber; 3) The performance of lumber mills in the Donan region is rated
poorly although the quality of log is rated highly; and 4) In the Donan re-
gion, the stock shortage and immaturity of Japanese Cedar plantations are
cleary the main factors affecting the development of Japanese Cedar forestry
as a supply base.



