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Summary

The aim of this study is to discuss how to secure forestry labor forces and to improve labor conditions.
The actual labor conditions in two Forest Owners Cooperative Associations (FOCA) of Huren and
Shimokawa town were investigated for this purpose. Both have more progressive labor conditions which
are characterized by full-year employment, monthly salary systems, mechanized operations and so on.
These FOCA were assigned advanced conditions to help improve their lack of a steady work force. This
operation was made possible through government grants for FOCA. Quantitative analysis of workers’
attributes show that workers engaged in silviculture have poor conditions in terms of daily wage system
and income. Silvicultural work, despite its uncertain nature, is reasonable for many female workers
because it enables them to receive tax deductions for dependents. Young urban people are increasingly
becoming more interested in rural life. Some want to be forestry workers, but most will drop out of the
work. This poses a risky situation for the forestry business in hiring them, but entrepreneurs would be
wise to hire because this helps a city to deepen its understanding of forest management with government
support.



