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Summary

In Japan, the importance of municipalities in the forest administration system has in-
creased. They are expected to perform the leading role in regional forest management. According
to the Reformed Forest Law, which was adopted in 1998, municipalities were given the role on re-
gional forest management planners.

Under this new situation, the Forest Agency, the National Land Agency, the Ministry of
Home Affairs held the conference on forests and mountain villages. Then, in 1993, the Ministry
of Home Affairs published the "Measures for Forest Municipalization,” which promote forest ac-
quisition by municipalities. From 1993 to 1997, 51 municipalities in Hokkaido (24% of
Hokkaido’s municipalities) acquired 9,139 ha of forests using these measures. This study seeks
to clarify the forest-acquisition trends of municipalities in Hokkaido.

Such municipalities are located not only in mountainous districts, but also agricultural,
coastal, and urban areas. These municipalities had various goals in acquiring the forests, such as
protecting forest ecosystems, preserving fishing grounds, developing forest parks, and protecting
forests for regional culture. Most of these goals focused on land use to activate the local com-
munity rather than regional forest management through forest acquisition.

Key words : Measures for Forest Municipalization, municipalities, Hokkaido, regional forest
management



