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Summary

Increasing concern for forest gave rise to the enhancement of forestry-volunteer movements in 1980s.

The declining condition of forestry in Japan and continued progress on impoverishment of rural commu-
nities show that the forest policy based on promotion for development of forestry has reached a stalemate. On
the other hand, some prefectural governments started to adopt policies aimed at forestry-volunteers in order to
undertake new activities.

Referring the satisfactory results achieved by pioneer prefectural governments, support policy for forestry-
volunteer was institutionalized throughout the country.

Prefectural governments which were executing the policy produced the results that lots of people concern-
ing forest or forestry participated in forestry activities and volunteers grew all over the country. And more,
the existing forestry-volunteer groups are also supported by the policy. So it is obvious that the supports from
administrative body revitalized the momentum of forestry-volunteers. Though the accomplishments of each
prefectures are in greater or lesser degrees, there is fairly general agreement that it is necessary to support
forestry-volunteers so as to extend their independence and autonomy, and to raise their activity and real ability.
Keeping on efforts like this, it may be possible to develop new forest management system.
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