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Summary

Population density of Ezo sika deer (Cervus nippon yesoensis) in Iburi district (N42°, E141°), western Hokkaido was
investigated by route census using beam lights in nights. We established 3 study survey routes: Tomakomai Experimental
Forest of Hokkaido University (TOEF), Tomakomai National Forest (NFTO) and Itoi National Forest (NFIT), having
15.8km-25.1km of census roads within forests. The census was conducted in each route after dawn for 1.6-2.8 hours over
5 nights in November 2001. Following Bookhout (1994), we estimated the population densities of deer in study sites.
Mean (+SD) estimated deer densities in TOEF, NFTO and NFIT were 3.8 (+3.4) hd,km? 3.4 (*1.5) hd km®and
1.9 (*£1.5) hdkm’, respectively. There were no significant differences in densities among study sites. Mean (£SD)
numbers of deer observed per 10km of census road in TOEF, NFTO and NFIT were 3.4 (£3.1) hd, 3.0 (+1.3) hd and
1.7 (£1.4) hd, respectively.

Key words : Cervus nippon yesoensis, population density, forest, western Hokkaido, route census



