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Summary

This paper intends to throw a new light on forestation by applying the concept of Social Forestry. The large-scale
forestation movement that has been carried out in China since 1949 is one of the most important activities in its long
history, greatly changing the relationship between the people and the forest of the county. The Chinese government that was
dominated by the Communist Party played the biggest role in this forestation, as the government and the party mobilized
the people for the movement. This mass mobilization had an effect of greatly facilitating China's State-building. Under this
system, however, the local people were not motivated for positive participation in forestation, because they had little chance
to consider the effect of forests and nature in general for their living. This is the reason why deforestation never stopped
in local areas in spite of politically motivated enthusiastic forestation activities for many years. The author maintains that
it is now necessary for China to find a new method to promote spontaneous participation by its local people in forest

management.

Key Words : modern China, forestation, State-Building, mass mobilization, spontaneous participation



