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Transition Domain on 155°E Meridian in 2002 and 2003

Taku WAGAWAY, Yutaka ISODAY, Shogo TAKAGI? and Keiichirou SAKAOKA?

Abstract

The area between Subarctic Front (SAF) and Subarctic Boundary (SAB) is referred to as the Transition
Domain (TD). The characteristic water mass in the TD is a dense part of Central Mode Water (D-CMW) with
a density of 26.4-26.7¢,. Using the synoptic hydrographic data in June 2002 and June 2003 cruises around the TD
(145°E-155°E), we described the distribution of water mass and the flows structure around the D-CMW. Some
mode waters, i.e., Subtropical Mode Water (STMW) and D-CMW, were observed around the TD, and they were
absorbed into the clockwise eddies. The westward propagation speed of observed eddies, about 1 cm s, has the
same order of the theoretical speed of the baroclinic first-mode Rossby wave. However, the local Rossby number
of R=U/BL? (U is a typical velocity, 3 is the planetary 5, L is the horizontal scale of eddy) for their eddies is
less than 1.0. This suggests that the observed D-CMW within an eddy is gradually exchanged with the surrounding

water during the westward propagation.
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Fig. 1. Schematic illustration of the near-surface current, front and water-mass structures in the Kuroshio-Oyashio
transition area. EKC : East Kamchatka Current, WSAG : Western Subarctic Gyre, ESC : East Sakhalin Current,
OY : Oyashio, KE : Kuroshio Extension, TC : Tsushima Warm Current, SAF : Subarctic Front, SAB: Subarctic
Boundary, KBF : Kuroshio Bifurcation Front, STF: Subtropical Front, MLF : Mixed Layer Front, STMW :
Subtropical Mode Water, S-CMW : Shallow Central Mode Water, D-CMW : Dense Central Mode Water, OSMW :
Okhotsk Sea Mode Water (Fig. I of Yasuda, 2003). TD is the Transition Domain between SAF and SAB. Thick
solid lines indicate the observation lines in this study.
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Fig.2 Locations of XBT (A) and CTD (2) stations in June 2002, and those of CTD (O) and ADCP (solid line)
stations in June 2003 for the Oshoro Maru cruises.
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Fig. 3 The preanalysis of ADCP data using the example data at the depth of 148 m. A : spatial distribution of raw data,
B: time series of raw data, C : hourly mean data after cutting off data beyond 5 knots and doing the quality control,
D : spatial distribution of hourly mean data (symbol O indicates CTD stations in June 2003), E : spatial average
data within a grid of 22.5" north/south and 12 east/west at the stations with symbol @. Here, symbol O indicates
interpolated station using north/south data because there is no data at this station. The number of data within the

grid is shown in the right hand side of E.
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Fig. 4 Current vectors at each depth from ADCP cruises along 155°E in June 2003.
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Fig. 5 (a) The contour of sea surface height anomaly on 10 June 2003, based on TOPEX-Poseidon and ERS-2 satellite
altimeters. Contour interval is Scm. Solid line indicates the ADCP cruise. (b) Current vectors at the depth of 148
m in 7-13 June 2003 at the ADCP cruise along 155°E. Dotted lines show the corresponding locations for the
clockwise eddies between the positive sea surface height and the shear flow of ADCP data.
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Fig. 6 (a) Potential temperature, (b) salinity, (c¢) potential density, and (d) eastward geostrophic velocity at the vertical
cross-sections in 2003 CTD/ADCEP cruise along 155°E. Two vertical arrows at each figure indicate the meridional
locations of SAF and SAB, and the area between both arrows is TD. The eastward velocity components of ADCP
at the depth of 148 m, which are shown above (c), are used as the absolute velocity of the dynamic calculation. The
gray areas in (a) and (c) indicate lower values for the vertical gradient of temperature less than 1.5/100 m and the

potential vorticity less than 2.0X 10~!° m~'s~!, respectively.
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Fig. 7 The vertical distributions of isopycnal mixing rate based on (a) the potential temperature and (b) the salinity in

2003.

Locations of two vertical arrows are SAF and SAB. Thick solid contours correspond to the mixing rate of
0%, 50%, 100% and also correspond to the density of 26.745 and 26.8 ;.

Light and dark gray areas are the mixing

rate range between 50 and 70%, and higher than 70%, respectively.
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Fig. 8 (a) Spatial distribution of temperature at the depth of 100 m and (b) vertical distribution of temperature at XBT
and CTD cruises in 2002. Numbers shown in (a) are value of temperature at the depth of 100 m. Arrows show the
locations of SAF and SAB, but the bracketed SAB is inferred as the index of 9.0°C at 100 m. The gray area indicates

the mode water with d7/dz<1.5°C/100 m.
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Fig. 10 Tracks of clockwise eddies of (a) A and B in the
period of October 2001-December 2002, and (b)
C(ClI, C2, C3) in the period of June 2002-December
2003, identified in images of TOPEX-Poseidon/ERS-
2 satellite altimetry observations. These tracks are
drawn in two months interval. Symbol A and @
indicate the positions of eddies in June 2002 and June
2003, respectively. The westward propagation of
clockwise eddies is indicated by the dotted arrow
direction.
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