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Studies in the Bacteriological Chemistry of Shark Muscle Spoilage

I. On the changes of urease-activity ‘ém‘d‘ bacterial flora

during shark muscle spoilage

Takahisa KIMURA and Kiyoshi NAGAO
Faculty of Fisheries, Hokkaido University

Abstract

In the present work, the authors observed the change of urease-activity in infusion of shark muscle and
the change in the bacterial flora during its spoilage. As a result it can be summarized as the following :

1D In the beginning the urease~activity increases. 1n four or five days it reaches to the highest point. After
that there is a great production of ammonia and decomposition of urea, while the urease-activity decreases
rapidly. On about the twentieth day the ureasz-activity rises again but decreases immediately there after.

2) The change in the bacterial flora was observed as follows:( A) In the first stage, bacterial groups I,
Iv and V (grown on medium containing urea) grew very rapidly, and increases to almost the same number
as bacterial groups I and IT (grown on bouillon agar mzdium). But following that the growth stops after
about fifteen days and their number becomes about 1% of that in groups I and II. Inthe latter period these
grew slightly again. ( B) Till about fifteen or twenty days, groups I and II grew logarithmetically. But
in the last stage they stopped their growth and even showed some decrease. (C) Bacterial group VI (grown
on medium using sole ammonium chloride as nitrogen source) showed a similiar tendency to groups I and
I, but its number was a little less than that of groups I and II.

3) From the results of 1) and 2) the following inferences have been drawn : (A) The change in the
urease-activity has closz relation to the changes in the bacterial flora. (B) In the spoilage of shark muscle,
the principal decomposition of urea is caused by bacterial enzyme. (C) The greater part of the bacteria in
groups I and IT must have been the same as those in group VI.
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Table 1. The composition of media

Medium -I Medium T 19| Medium I 2| Medium I 20| Medium V &

Beef extract . 10g | Urea ~ 30g | Urea 20g | Urea . 50g | NH«Cl 6g
Peptone 10g | K:HPO.  0,5g | CaCls 0,1g | KzHPO: 0,58 | MgSO:  0,2¢
NaQ], 52 | CeH;07Caz  10g | Beef extract 5g | Soil extract 100m] KH2PO4 3g
g Agar- "20g | Agar 20g | NaCl - 0,1g | Agar 20g | NaHPO: 6g
= | Water 1000ml | Water 1000ml | KoHPO. 1g | Water 1000m! | Glucose 4g
w0
[=1
g, pH 7 pH 7 FeCl. 0,01g pH 7 Agar 208
S H MgSO04 0,3g Water 1000ml
Agar 20g pH 7
Water 1000ml
pH 7
b & R
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Fig. 2. Changes of bacterial flora, ammonia~N (volat11e -N) and
urea—~N during spoilage of shark muscle at 15° to 20°C
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