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On Emergency Ship Handling Procedure to. Prevent Collision at

. Sea under Special Circumstances

Yoshitsune HACHITANDA -

Abstract

When two vessels are approaching each other so as to involve imminent risk of collision, one of them, the
privileged vessel, is obliged to take such co-operative action with the other, burdened vessel as will aid to avert
collision. However, it is not easy for the privileged vessel to determine the .instant when that action should
start. Also it is more difficult for her to demonstrate that she should not continue to proceed on her way,’
but as to the action she takes in that case, whether it is allowable or not is a subject that must be clarified.

The author presents an opinion as to the co-operative action under such circumstances as follows: that
is, a co-operative action to avert collision must be always intentional, which lets the burdened vessel act on
the Rules and only when she is definitely confirmed not to change her will against the Ruiles, is the privileged
vessel permitted to depart from the Rules in accordance with Rule 27. Reducing her speed and putting here
engines into reverse in the case of immediate danger of collision are in most cases too late and less effective,
while, if too suddenly done they produce a cause of collision, or a COl’ltl'lbthlOl’l to the colllsmn which is hke]y
to follow. - E
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