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Ecological Study of the Pond Smelt, Hypomesus olidus

4. On the age of the pond smelt ascending in the Ishikari River

Keikichi HAMADA

Abstract

The pond smelt, Hypomesus olidus (Par1as), ascends to-spawn in the river Ishikari from
the sea toward the end of May. The age of this ascending school remains unknown at present.

The writer has obtained specimens of pond smelts from the bay of Oshoro on July 31, Sep-
tember 3, October 3, 1952 and May 8, August 4, August 19, 1953. The investigation of these
specimens has led to the conclusion that the pond smelts in the bay of Oshoro grow about 100 mm
inlbody length during one year. On the other hand, the pond smelt ascending to spawn in the
river Ishikari toward the end of May also show a body length of about 100 mm (Tables 1 & 3a).
Moreover, the fishes from both localities are very similar in the number of vertebrae. The mode
of the distribution of the vertebral number is 57 in both fishes (Tables 2 & 3b). Vertebrae in the
vertebral column of pond smelts collected from many other localities are likely to run 55 or 56
(Sato, R. & Kato; Y., 1951). ‘

From the above, the writer concludes that the pond smelt inhabiting the bay of Oshoro and
the fish ascending in the river Ishikari belong to the same race, The fishes of this race live in the
sea for a year, mature there, and ascend to spawn in the river,
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Table 1. Distribution of specimeus according to the body length in millimetres,
obtained from Oshoro Bay

Mark of Samples a ‘ b | c d e f
Nte July 31 Sept. 3 Oct. 3 May 8 Aug. 4 Aug. 19
Body Length 1952 1952 1952 1953 1953 1953

35 - 39 21 1
40 - 4 80 ’
45 - 49 1
50 - 54 ' ‘ 60
55 -~ 59 40
60 ~ 64 2
65 - 69
70 - 74 1
75 - 79 , 7
80 - 84 3
85 - 89
90 -9
95 - 99
100-104 . -1
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Fig. 1. Distriburion of the pond smelt obtained from Oshoro Bay

according to body length in millimetres.

on July 31, 1952.

on May 8, 1953.

a: specimens collected

b: specimens collected on September 3, 1952.
c: specimens collected on October 3, 1952,

d : specimens collected

e: specimens collected on August 4, 1953.
f . specimens collected on August 19, 1953
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Distribution of the number of vertebrae of the pond smelt obtained

Table 2.
Mark of Samples
Date
vertebrae
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Fig. 2. Distribution of the number of vertebrae of
the pond smeljt obtained from Oshoro Bay a: specimens
collected on July 31, 1952. b: specimens collected
on September 3, 1952. c¢: specimens collected on
October 3, 1952. d: specimens colleted on May: 8,
1953. e: specimens collected.on August 4, 1953. f:
specimens collected on August 19, 1953
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Table 3a. Distribution of specimens ac-
cording to body length in millimetres, obtained
from the Ishikari River on May 27, 1949

Body Length in mm Number of Fish
90— 94 8
95—~ 99 36
100-104 41
105-109 23
110-114 3

Table 3b. Distribution of the number of
vertebrae of the pond smelt obtained from
the Ishikari River on May 27, 1949

Number of Vertebrae l Number of Fish
55 2
56 24
57 30
58 r 4
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Fig. 3. a: Distribution of the pond smelt,
obtained from the Ishikari River on May 27, 1949,
according to the body length in millimetres. b:
Distribution of the vertebral number of the pond
smelt obtained from the Ishikari River on May
27, 1949 :
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