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A Note on the Age and Race of the Red Salmon
in the North Pacific Ocean

Tatsuré KUBO

Abstract

It has been known that the populations of the red salmon which migrate for spawning are
most commonly composed of the 4s, 5:, 53 and 63 age—groups. In the populations of the red
salmon of south—eastern Alaska and British Columbia, the 6: age-class fish are Aconspicuously
few in number, while in the Aleutian area, the 63 age-group is predominant. Also there can be
found a tendency for the percentage of the 63 age~claSs fish to become lower towards the eastern
part of that area.

Although the salmon of . Bristol Bay are similar, in respect of the age composition to those
of the Aleutian area, it is found that the former differs in radius and growth pattern of scales
from the latter, but further investigation on this point must be carried out.

It is recognized that the red salmon caught along Asiatic coasts and in the Aleutian area are
markedly smaller both in length and in weight than those of North American coasts, even for
the 63 age-group. )

Therefore, it is most reasonable to assume that the populations of the red salmon caught in
the Aleutian area may not be of North American origin. This supposition seems to be stren-
gthened by another fact that in the latter half of the fishing season, the percentage of the 63
age—class fish decreases in the north-western part of the Aleutian area, while it increases in the
Okhotsk Sea. Inother words, it seems evident that the most of the populations of the red
salmon in the Aleutian area migrate westwards as the season advances.
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(em) (k) (em) (kg (em)  (kg)
Nass River 62.2 2.9 63.0 2.99 62.4 3.08
Skeena R. 60.1 2.63 61.1 2.9 61.7 2.99
Rivers Inlet 60.1 2.99 58,0 2.54 58.9 2.81
Smith 1. 63.4 3.26 58.2 2.67 59.2 2.67
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Table 1 . Change of age composition of red salmon in the Aleutian area-in keeping with
the advance of the fishing -season, in 1956; number in parentheses indicates percentage ;
from Japanese Fisheries Agency (unpublished data)
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