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Studies on Air Screen in Water

1. Preliminary observation of behaviour of a fish school in relation to an air screen

Kiichiro KOBAYASHI, Shuzo IGARASHI, Yuji ABIKO and Koji HAYASHI

Abstract

It is an interesting mater to set a curtain of air bubbles in water for turning the course of a
school of fish and shunting them into a waiting trap. The success free use of this device will not
only enable economizing on materials used now for nets but also have advantages for fishing in
such a rapid tidal current that it is impossible to set an ordinary net.

The authors began the work in the laboratory with observation of fish school’s behaviour to
the air screen in"water, Perforated pipes, 10~-15mm dia., were set in a tank, and air was pumped
into the pipes by the compressor; air bubbles spouted out through the holes to make a white
curtain.

Various type air curtains were produced by changing diameter of holes, intervals of holes
and air pressures. The fishes used were about 30 individuals of ‘‘Medaka’’, Oryzias latipes
(Texmrvex et Scmrrerr), of average 3cm total body length and 37 individuals of ‘‘Funa”’,
Carasstus carassius (Linvaprs), of average 9.5 cm total body length. The experimental tank
was of wood painted white inside. It is shown in Fig. 6, Fig. 9 and Fig. 10

The results of these observations proved that
1. An air screen has considerably intercepting effect.

2. When the fish school was enclosed in too small area formed by air screen, the intercepting
effect of curtain was diminished by energetic circulation of water caused by rising up of air
bubbles inside the air screen.

3. A school of fish has a similar comparative behaviour to both an air curtain and an ordinary
conductive net, for instance, the intervals of holes in the pipe corresponded generally to the
mesh size of the ordinary conductive net and it seemed that using the air screen as a conductive

net, the intercepting effect of the air screen is nearly equal to that of the ordinary conductive
net,
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Fig. 1. Schematic figure of experiment

Table 1. Values of intercepting effect b) #i% xo—
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Fig. 4. Circuration of water caused
by rising up of air bubbles
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Fig. 5. Schematic figure of experiment
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Table 3. Values of intercepting effect

Ir. L=50cm
na: Number of fish in A area N= Gan Fn0)/N
nc: Number of fish in C area Time (min)| na | nc n A ne %
N : Total number of fish : 30 indi- 5 5 5 ' .
viduals 3.3
10 3 4 76.6
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Time (min)| na | nc N—(nA+n°()y/01§ M. L =40cm N N
) . . . —(nAa+nc
5 3 2 83.3 Time (min){ na | no 7
10 1 1 93.3 5 16 10 13.3
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Fig. 9. Front view of experimental tank
Left: Amilan net used as conductive net
Right: Air screen used in place of conductive net
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