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Young of the Woli-Fish, Anarhichas orientalis PALLAS

Kiyu KOBAYASHI

Abstract

The wolf-fish, Anarhichas orientalis Parras, is widely distributed in the North Pacific
according to the reports of Barsukov (/59) and others. The young, however, have been left
almost unknown.

Two specimens of the young were collected from the Okhotsk Sea, one measuring 40.2mm
in total length at 40°04’N, 143°39’E, on June 13th, 1957, and the other measuring 116.2mm
in total length at 51°00’N, 155°35’E, on Aug. 13th, 1958. )

These young specimens have larger head length, interorbital width and orbital diameter
than those of adults and the anus is situated at a more anterior position than in adults. In the
specimen of 116.2mm length, some large canines are formed on the vomer, palatines, upper and
lower jaws, the arrangement being almost similar to that of adults which was described by
Barsukov (/59). But, in the specimen of 40.2mm, such canines are not formed on the palatines
at all, while three vomerine teeth and some teeth observed on the upper and lower jaws are not
complete. About five dark stripes are observed on both sides of the body of the larger specimen, -
but no stripe is observed on the smaller one. Moreover, in the former, bright orange-red color
on the marginal region of fins was still observed after a month in formalin immesion.
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Anarhichas orientalis Parras
FAh vt

Anarhichas orientalis: Jordan & Evermann, 1898, Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. (47), 2447; Andriashev, 1954,
The fishes of northern seas of the Soviet Union, 227-228; Barsukov, 1959, Fauna
U.S.S.R., Fishes, 5 (5), Wolf-fishes (Anarhichadidae), 110-115

Anarhichas leptums: Jordan & Evermann, 1898, Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. (47), 2447
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Fig. 1. Wolf-fish, Anarhichas orientalis Parrss T.L. 792mm
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Fig. 2. Formation of the canines on
palate of the young wolf-fish, 40.2mm in
tota] length A:Upper jaw; B:Lower jaw

Fig. 3. Formation of the canines on
palate of the young wolffish, 116.2mm in
total length A:Upper jaw; B:Lower jaw
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Fig. 1. T.L. 40.2mm

KOBAYASHI : Young of Anarhichas orientalis

Fig. 2. T.L. 116.2mm

PLATE I

Young of wolf-fish, Anarhichas orientalis Parras
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