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Larvae and Young of the Quill-Fish, Ptilichthys goodei BEAN, .
from the Okhotsk Sea

Kiyu KOBAYASHI

Abstract

Twenty nine specimens of larvae and young of the quill-fish, Ptilichthys goodei Braw
were collected during the cruises to the North Pacific of the training ship ‘‘Hokusei Maru’’ of
Hokkaido University, in 1958. 1959 and 1960 with a fish larva net; the most part of them were

-from the Okhotsk Sea and some from offshore the North Kurlies during the period from June
10th to August 20th on these cruises. )

It has been known that this species is distributed in the North Pacific from offshore north—
western America to the Bering Sea including off the east coast of the Kamchatska Peninsula.
The present paper is the first record on the species from the Okhotsk Sea and north-western

- North Pacific,

The specimens ranged 47.0~163.5mm in total length. The minimum specimen measuring
47.0mm was collected on June 10th, 1960. It has larval fin form in which some fin rays are
developing slightly in the pectoral, second dorsal and anal fins. A $pecimen meéasuring 86.5 mm
was collected on July 12th, 1959, of which the fleshy tip of the lower jaw is in process of
becoming elongated, but fin rays have still not developed to their fyll number. The full number
of fin rays was observed on a specimen measuring 135.4 mm which was collected on August
18th, 1958. A specimen measuring 144.6 mm was collected on August 14th, 1960 of which the
lower jaw remarkably projects in fleshy tip and elongated tip of caudal portion represents about
six percent of the body length.
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Fig. 1. Collection-sites of the young of the quill-fish,
Ptilichthys goodei Brax which were collected with the
fish larva net during the cruises to the North Pacific, of
the training ship ‘‘Hokusei Maru’’ of Hokkaido University,

in 1958CO), 1959( %) and 1960(A)
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Fig. 2. A quill-fish, Ptilichthys goodei Bras~, measuring 135.4 mm
in total length from the Okhotsk Sea
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Fig. 4. Formation of the tip of caudal

Fig. 3. Formation of the fleshy tip of portion of the quill-fish, Ptilichthys goodei
lower jaw of the quill-fish, Ptilichthys Bpraw .
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