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On a Spectrum Analyser for Ship’s Oscillations
Rihei KAWASHIMA

Abstract

According to the several papers concerning studies of ship’s oscillations in
a seaway, their frequency domains are in the range from 0.03¢/s to 1.00¢/s.
In order to analyse these low frequency phenomena, a wave analyser, analog type,
was designed and tested.

This instrument consists of 4 parts, viz: a function generator, computer,
servo system and recorder. An overall view of the instrument and a diagram
illustrating its principle are shown in Photo. 1 and Fig. 1, respectively.

As to the diagram of Fig. 1, the film on which the ship’s oscillations to be
analysed are recorded is placed on a variable speed rotating wheel whose surface
is plated with chrome for reflecting the light and made periodically by repetition.
Thus, the ship’s oscillations which are converted to electrical signals are rege-
nerated by the photoelectrical system. Those signals are put into the filter
cireuit, then rectified, amplifired and applied in the recorder which is controlled
by the servo system. Changing the speed of rotation of the rotating wheel to
slow down from maximum speed under frictional forces, which has the same
effect as using the filter continuously in the above noted frequency range, one
obtains a continuous spectrum of the ship’s oscillations.

In this instrument, the specified items are as follow :

(1) Diameter of the rotating wheel : 54.0cm

(2) Maximum speed of the rotating wheel: 3860.0 RPM

(8) Wave length able to be analyses: From 0.1cem to 3.0cm on the film
(4) Value of tuned circuit: 312¢/s, Q=32

(5) Timed needed for analyses: About 18 minutes

(6) Errors: Below 13%

The author calculated test examples by means of this instrument. They are
shown in Figs. 8, 9, 10 and 11.
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Fig. 1. Diagram illustrating the principles of the ahalyser

Funection generator, Film being analysed, Light sbiu'ce, Photocell receiving
the servo signals, Photocell receiving reflected light, Rotating wheel whose
speed gradually decrease, Cylindrical lens, Light source for line light, Com-
puter circuit, Amplifier, Filter, Rectifier, Pen galver, Recorder, Servo system,
Servo motor, Servo amplifier
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Photo. 1. View of the entire instrument

1. Control panel 2. Function generator 8. Tuned amplifier detecter
4. Servo amplifier 5. Recorder 6. Power supply 7. Battery supply
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Photo. 2. Apparatus for making the
film for analysis from observed data

1. Source of line light
Motor and gear
Observed record
Film magazine
Film to be analysed
Stylus
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Fig. 2. Diagram of the mechanical part of the function and signal generator
‘1. Chrome plating, 2. Rotating wheel, 3. Photoelectrical pick up,
4. Bracket, 5. Motor to drive the rotating wheel, 7. Micro swich
for driving motor, 8. Bracket for the rotating wheel, 10. Motor
driving lever, 11. Plugs, 12. Lamp for the servo signal, 13. Photo-
cell for the servo signal
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Photo. 8. Mechanical part of the function
generator

Rotating wheel

Strobo image for speed counter

Photoelectric pick-up

Photoelectric pick-up
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Photo. 4. Rotating wheel

Rotating wheel

Driving motor

Lever for driving motor
Photoelectrie pick-up

Light source for servo signal
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Fig. 8. Diagram of the recorder system
1. Balancing motor, geared down to 60:1 ratio 2. Gear,50:1 ratio

3. Oil damper for pen galver 4. Variable resistance, 3kQ 5. Timer
6. Pen galver 7. Motor bracket 8. Recording drum 9. Steel case -

200

RPM

1007

O | 2 3 48 6 7 89 10 il 1213 (4161617 (819

Minutes

Fig. 4. Speed versus time for the rotating wheel
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Fig. 5. Frequency characteristic of CR tuned circuit
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Photo. 5. Recorder

1. Pen galver 2. Balancing motor
8. Recording drum 4. Timer 5. Plugs

Calibration
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Spectrum
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Fig. 6-a. Frequency characteristic of the analyser
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Fig. 6-b. Standard sine wave amplitude versus the voltage
of battery supply for lamp ;
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Fig. 7. Revolutions per minute versus frequency (Length of waves)
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SHIP'S ROLLING

WAVE HIGHT

WAVE SLOPE

Fig. 8. Sample record of the ship’s oscillations, wave heights and slopes
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wave height
20
10
2826242220 I8 16 14 12 10 8 6 4 mm
Wave slope
10
28262422 20 18 16 4 12 10 8 6 4 mm
Rolling anale
20
10
28262422 20 I8 16 K4 12 10 8 6 4 mm

Fig. 9. Spectra for the ship’s oscillations, wave heights and slopes

) —e— Cotrelogrum for ship's rollingangie
* Rir) © =epee Correlogrum for wave siope
+10 —o= Cross correlogrum for ship s roliing angle
and wave slope

Fig. 10. Correlograms for the ship’s oscillations and wave slopes, cross

correlogram for the ship’s oscillations and wave slopes
1
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Amplitude ---s--- for correlogrum for wave slope
—e— for cross correlogrum for wave
2.0mm4 n glope and ship’s rolling ang.

—o— for correlogrum for ships
rolling angle

-y 7
0 . Smm IOmm I5mm

Fig. 11. Spectra calculated by the instrument from correlograms:
and cross correlogram ‘
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