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Amino Acid Composition of the Cell Proteins of Vibrio Parahaemolyticus

Mitsuzo Takaer and Atsushi Iipa

Abstract

Vibrio parahaemolyticus is well known to be a organism causing food poisoning
in Japan. It has appeared that the high pathogenic potency is not due to the
action of biotype 2 but mostly to biotype 1. Furthermore, the pathogenic
characteristics are presumed to be caused by some constituents of the cellular
tissues of V. parahaemolyticus. )

In order to determine the relation of the pathogenecity and the chemical
constituents of V. parahaemolyticus, the authors first determined the relative
amounts of amino acids in the hydrolysates of the cell protein of the two
biotypes 1 and 2, according to the following procedure.

A conical flask containing an aliquot volume of 3 9% sodium chloride nutrient
broth was inoculated with bacteria and incubated at 37°C using a magnetic
stirrer. The bacteria breeded were centrifuged, washed with diluted artificial
sea water, suspended in a small amount of water, and then the cells were disin-
tegrated by the freezing and thawing method. After being heated in the
boiling water bath, the disrupted célls' were washed with 759 ethyl alcohol
thoroughly, absolute alcohol, and ether finally. In this way, the solid portion
of the cells was dried in the dessicater and used as bacterial cell proteins in this
study.

Dried cell proteins were hydrolyzed with 6N hydrochloric acid for 22 hrs. at
110°C and the amino acid composition was determined with a Hitachi Amino Acid
Analyzer Model KLA-3. The results may be summarized as follows. No remark-
able difference was found in the amino acid patterns of protein of the two biotypes.
The main constituents of the protein were found to be glutamic acid, aspartic
acid, alanine, leucine, lysine, and valine. The detection of tryptophan was
not carried out in this study. Some unknown ninhydrine positive substances were
found in both biotypes 1 and 2.
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V. parahaemolyticus
incubated preliminarily in 395 NaCl nutrient broth.

inoculated to a conical flask contained an aliquot volume of 396 NaCl
nutrient broth.

incubated under stirring with a magnetic stirrer for 24 hrs. at 37°C,
and then centrifuged.

washed seven times with diluted artificial sea water*, suspended in
a small amounts of distilled water and disrupted by the freezing
and thawing method**.

heated in the boiling water for ten minutes.

|
washed with 759 ethyl alcohol repeatedly, absolute alcohol, and
then ether finally.

dried in the desiccater.
Fig. 1. Outline of the preparation of V. parahaemolyticus and cell protein.

* THerbst’s artificial sea water contained (per liter); NaCl 30g, KC1 0.7g, MgS0,-7TH,0 5.4g,
MgCl,-6H,0 0.8 g, CaS0,-2H,0 1.3g: On being used, diluted with five volumes of
distilled water.

**  After being frozen by immersing in the freezing mixture which made of dry ice and
85.59 ethyl alcohol. thawed by warming suddenly up to 30°~40°C.
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Fig. 2. Relation between the growth of the biotype 1 of V. parahaemolyticus in
39 NaCl nutrient broth and incubation period*.

* A conical flasks containing 200ml of the medium was inoculated and incubated under
stirring with a magnetic stirrer at 37°C, some amounts each of the medium were derived
from it at adequate intervals, added to an equal volume of 0.859% NaCl solution in 59
formaline, and then optical density of the mixture was measured using a filter 66 of the
Photoelectric photometer (Hitachi model FPW-4).
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Fig. 3. Amino acid analysis of the biotype 1 of V. parahaemolyticus cell protein hydrolysates.
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Table 1. The amino acid composition of the two biotypes of V.
parahaemolyticus, (grams of amino acid in hydrolysates per
100g. of prepared cell protein)

Amino acid BB |(ranemes 12)
Cysteic acid 0.16 0.19
Aspartic acid 7.18 8.73
Threonine 2.29 3.94
Serine 2.01 2.78
Glutamic acid 7.94 10.62
Proline 1.01 1.27
Glycine 2.88 3.88
Alanine 4.99 6.23
Valine 3.44 5.26
Methionine 0.30 0.33
Isoleucine 2.54 4.06
Leucine 4.84 6.18
Tyrosine 1.38 2.10
phenylalanine 2.15 2.92
Lysine 4.19 5.48
Histidine 0.67 - 1.24
Arginine 2.96 3.69
NH, 1.20 0.90
Total-N g per 100g of dried matter 11.44 12.85
N recovered (9) 70.54 79.93
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