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A Biological Study of the Anadromous Dolly Varden Salvelinus
malma (Walbaum) Distributed in the West Coast off the
Kamchatka in Summer Season, 1972-1974%

Seikichi MIsHIMA**

Abstract

It is well known that Dolly Varden is widely distributed in the northern
North Pacific, particularly in the Bering Sea, the Okhotsk Sea and their adjacent
waters. There are many reports on the biological feature of Dolly Varden of
the fresh water system, but no report on the anadromous fish of the sea water
life period. As it is said that Dolly Varden are harmful predators for salmon
eggs and young fish in the fresh water as well as in the coastal zone and make
serious damage for the salmonid fish resources, it is necessary to determine the
biological features of the Dolly Varden not only in the fresh water but also in the
sea water.

The author exmained the offshore distribution, abundance and the biological
characters of the anadromous Dolly Varden distributed in the west coast off
the Kamchatka in summer season, 1972-1974. Fishing experiments were carried
out by the “Oyashio Maru’ one of the salmon research boats of the Government,
using the experimental salmon drift gillnet made of amilan-monofilaments having
10 different mesh sizes i.e,: 48, 55, 63, 72, 82, 93, 106, 121, 138 and 157 mm. The
string of the experimental net consisted of 30 tans of net, as the number of
each mesh size of the net used 3 tans respectively.

The results obtained are summerized as follows:

1). Anadromous Dolly Varden are widely distributed in the west
coast off the Kamchatka to Long. 149°E, a distance from the coast about 250
miles, and densely abundant in the easterly sea area of Long. 153°E. In the
southern sea area of Lat. 51°N distribution is rare.

92). The abundance of Dolly Varden in the sea fluctuated all year round, but
the prosperous season seemed to be in June and July. After August the
abundance of fishes in offshore areas becomes rare abruptly, and the center of
fish distribution is located in the coastal zone. The distribution pattern could be
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caused by the coastal movement of fish going upstream.

3). The migratory period of Dolly Varden seemed to be affected by sea
conditions. Warmer sea conditions in 1974 accelerated, and cooler sea condition
in 1972 delayed the migratory period.

4). The range of sizes of fish caught were from 19 em to 59 c¢m, and three
modal fish groups were found, the larger and intermediate size groups being
abundant in June and July, the smaller size group being dominant in August
The larger size group disappearing mostly in August.

5). The relationship in the increment rate of the body weight in regard to
the fork length can be traced between the smaller size group and the intermediate
size group, the former being greater than the later. It is presumed that the
difference in the increment rate could be due to life history between fresh water
and sea water according to age groups.

6). The sex ratio of Dolly Varden in the sea: the female being usually
dominant, and the average sex ratio between the female and the male showing
in 59.4 and 40.6 in percent.
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Table 1. Number of fishing experiments in the Okhotsk Sea
tn summer season, 19721974,

Ssason 1972 1973 1974
June U 20 26
July . 19 21 20
August 12 19 15

Table 2. Number of Dolly Varden caught with the experimental nets (30-39 tans)
in each season of year, 1972-1974.

Mesh sizes of erperimental nets

30| 35 | 42 | 48 | 55 | 63 | 72 | 82 | 93 | 106 | 121 | 138 | 157

1972 Juno 112 | 185 | 161 [ 198 |160 | 54 | 11 3 1
July 17 6 81 | 233 | 166 81 17 4 2 -
August| 0 31 9 | 110 82 99 91 51 29 16 4 1 -

1973 June 65 | 113 | 123 | 194 97 32 9 3 -
July 26 35 | 107 | 121 | 107 59 11 3 1 ~

August | 0 1 9 43 31 81 ™ 36 29 4 - -
1974 June 19 48 97 98 60 29 7 1 - -
July 83 96 (115 {121 |121 72 25 1 2 -
August| 0 0 0 1 2 1 3 - - - - - -
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Fig. 1. Offshore distribution of anadromous Dolly Varden in summer season in the
west coast off the Kamchatka, 1972-1974.
Numerals show the catch per 30 tans of net. Parenthesized numerals show the catch
in September.
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Fig. 2. Vertical section of temperature (°C) along Lat. 52°-30' N in the Okhotsk Sea
in July, 1972-1974.
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Fig. 3. Offshore distribution of anadromous Dolly Varden in summer season in the
~ northern sea area of the Okhotsk Sea, 1972 and 1973.
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Fig. 4. Frequency distribution of fork length of Dolly Varden distributed in the
west coast off the Kamchatka in summer, 1972,
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Fig. 5. Frequency distribution of fork length of Dolly Varden distributed in the west
coast off the Kamchatka in summer, 1973.
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Fig. 6. Frequency distribution of fork length of Dolly Varden distributed in the west
coast off the Kamchatka in summer, 1974.
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Fig. 7. Relation between the abundance of Dolly Varden and the sigma-t value on the
surface in June, 1972-1974.
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Fig. 8. Relation between the abundance of Dolly Varden and the sigma-t value on the
surface in July, 1972-1974.
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Fig. 9. Relation between the abundance of Dolly Varden and the sigma%t value on the
surface in August, 1972 and 1973.
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Fig. 10. Seasonal changes of fork length to body weight relationship of Dolly Varden
sampled from the west coast off the Kamchatka in 1972-1974. .
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Fig. 11. Differences in increment of body weight to the fork length between the
smaller size group and the intermediate size group of Dolly Varden in late summer
in the Okhotsk Sea.

%2, hEBTRBEOHENE s TWh, - DOEEIE - AEROERIIICY > Tk, Bl
IDEEENETAZ Ll bbOmn E 52 BbHnThV. SEEMLEL T £OMEY 2h
i, WTHOETLEOBEN S, 3 Y EFETIIMESI% K LEE 41% TH 5, Armstrong!?,
Heiser'® 12, BE7 S AAC KT 5t am av0k ke oW THOEIAS LW LR BELTE
b, AFEROEELEUTAELTRL T b, NESFIctE 2 a2hiE, FERTLZ SARITEL
5 BEARE AT OhTHOLENEE L L, FO—RE U TERC BmL ckEn 41~619% O
FERTHBORHL T, HTiE 4.3~8.8% THAHZ Ly B T5b, »aFY v v ERTAJILE
BETB42 5 <A (Oncorhynchus masow) &b, *vawa< L@ @% AU T 5D BELS
Zbh B ERED 2hTHBT LITHEERE,

— 166 —



2B AaTF v o IBRENFEOLT Y 2w

Table 3. Seasonal change of sex ratio of Dolly Varden by group size
in summer season, 1972-1974.

1972 1973 1974
Seon | Fange Rz [P
fish size Female| Male| N Gsh sizel Female|Male| N sh size Female| Male| N
(cm) (em) (cm)
June <33 59.4 | 40.6 | 362 | <32 60.3 |39.7| 194 | <33 66.7 | 33.3| 105
>33 56.8 | 43.2| 526 | >32 63.4 {36.6 413 >33 54.8 | 45.2| 228
July <7 45.5 | b4.5 11 ] <97 63.2 | 36.8 38| <28 55.1 | 44.9| 187
27-36 61.9 |38.1| 373127-36 58.3 |41.7| 138 | >28 64.0 | 36.0 | 422
>36 56.0 |44.0| 284 | >36 64.4 | 35.6 | 206
August| <28 | 55.3 |44.7| 108| <32 | b4.4 |45.6 68
>28 47.5 | 52.5 99 | >32 48.7 |51.3 76
Mean 57.6 ‘ 42.4 ‘ 61.2 | 38.8 60.3 | 39.7
Total mean '
1972-1974 Female 59.4 Male 40.6
B 9]

L BHi» &7 ¢y nERMSCHHT 5 WAL v 3 0 3 < O WA ORBUL 5T Z DL
SRR 2 DU TIRETL 72,

2. FEL 1972~1974 £D 6~8 F, 50°~56°N, 149°~156°E 12 ¥ 1 5 R A HHIC 17 - Foo
BRI 0OBEOHS LV 230K (8 AR 133 K) Oy 7 - = ARBRAKAC X -7

3, W+ = e a<OW@ESHR, 6.7 ARLBENEL, 8 ALBIREBIERL,
T LD b OBRGTEREL T3, AROIMASHOMEE, 149°E i c&L, R
#9250 MoWEIc b DT 5 2 & hibhioto, 51°N LIEROSRIIMD TI 7LV,

4, BEBROWMESHERLOVE BEBHOREE, FOEOWELGOFEYSITHLIO5THS,
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