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Study of the Mechanism of Differentiation between the Stream
Resident Form and the Seaward Migratory Form of Masu
Salmon, Oncorhynchus masou (Brevoort) II. Growth and

sexual maturity of precocious masu salmon parr (2)

Hitoshi Uron*

Abstract

The previous observations were confirmed in a further study of the growth and
sexual maturity of precocious masu salmon parr in two other rivers. The sexual
cyele of the testis was divided into seven phases. The fish belonging to the matur-
ing group were distinguished from those of the immature one by the gonadal
condition. In both rivers, the maturing male fish were larger than the immature
ones in body length; the size of the smallest maturing male fish was about 70 mm
to 80 mm in fork length in July. This size was almost the same for either fish in
the upper, mid and lower ocurses of the river. The frequency of OQ+maturing
male fish was found to depend on the fluctuation of growth in relation to their
longevity up to the end of July.
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Text-fig. 1. Map of the Otoshibe River and the Shiodomari River. Inclined hatching
shows the region of collection.
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The testis is running ripe.
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Text-fig. 2. Gonad phases in masu salmon
parr. Sperm is represented in all
phases by the white (uninclined
hatching) colouration; R.S. showing
patches of relict sperm.

I-1:

I-2:

II:

I11:

IV:

The testis is spent or partly spent.

Phase of collapsing and following maturation.

The testis is grey or trans-
lucent in colour and thread-
like in form.

The testis widens at anterior
part and is pale, peachy in
colour, but the thread-like
form remains at the posterior
part.

The wide portion occupies
apout one half of the length
of the abdominal cavity and
is greasy white in colour.
The testis fills about one half
of the abdominal cavity and
is greasy white in colour.
The testis fills about two-
thirds of the abdominal ca-
vity and is milk-white in
colour.

The testis fills almost all

The testis is reduced in volume, and fills one half of the abdominal cavity.

The testis is irregular band-like in form and peachy in colour.

is shown as white spots.

Relict sperm

The testis is string-like in form and is peachy or fawny in colour. The relict

sperm disappears.
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Text-fig. 3. Seasonal changes of gonad phases

in O*male fish.

O: collected from the Otoshibe
River. @: collected from the
Shiodomari River.
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Text-fig. 4. Length frequency distribution of O+*males collected from the Otoshibe River.
B: maturing, []: immature.
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Texf-ﬁg. 5.: Length frequency distribution of O+tmales collected from the Shiodomari
River. M: maturing, [7]: immature.
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Text-fig. 6. Comparison of the length fre-
quency distributions of O+*male
between the upper coruse (B)
and lower coruse (A) of two rivers.
M: maturing, [7J: immature.
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Table 1. The frequency of O*tmaturing fish in O+male fish collected

at mid-July and early in August.

. Total number Number of Frequency
1 -
Locality and year of males maturing males (%)
Otoshibe R. 1974 4 12 27.3
1975 84 25 29.8
ShiodomariR. 1974 35 4 11.4
1975 65 12 18.5

Table 2. Seasonal changes in the average growth
of the length of O+fish.

Dat. Changes in Growthjten days
ate mean length (mm) (mm)
Otoshibe R. 1974.
MAY. 3-JUL. 19 33.5-79.8 6.0
-AUG. 31 -87.0 1.7
-0OCT. 25 ~98.3 2.1
1975.
MAY. 21-JUN. 22 43.1-71.3 8.8
-AUG. 5 ~85. 6 3.2
Shiodomari R. 1974.
MAY. 19-JUL. 15 35.8-65.1 5.1
-AUG. 29 -80.2 3.4
-0CT. 12 ~84.8 11
1975.
MAY. 9-JUN. 20 36.5-66.0 6.8
—~JUL. 20 4.4 31
-SEP. 11 -80.7 1.2
3 1974 1975
MAY.19 JUN.1
- 20 | ” =
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201 A2 i JUL18.20 odomari River.
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