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Changes in Female-Specific Serum Proteins during the Course
of Induced Maturation of Female Japanese Eels
(Anguilla japonica)*

Youji Tagasamma**, Kazunori TARANO**
and Akihiko Hara***

Abstract

Silver migratory forms of female Japanese ecls were induced to mature by weekly
injections of 2 mg (per 100 g body weight) of powder of acetone-dried pituitaries
of salmonid fishes in 1976 and 1977. All of the 65 fish treated with pituitaries
showed noticeable gonadal maturation, and 4 specimens among them naturally
ovulated after 8 to 10 injections. However, the eggs obtained from these fish did
not show normal development.

Changes in female-specific serum proteins (FSSP) of the fish during the
course of induced maturation were analyzed by means of dise electrophoresis and
Mancini’s immunological method. Immunoelectrophoresis revealed that two
protein fractions appearing in the globulin region of the disc electrophoretic
pattern corresponded to FSSP. In initial control fish, FSSP fractions contained
about 109, of the total protein in the disc electrophoretic pattern. After the
commencamsent of induced maturation, FSSP increased markedly with an increment
of the number of injections, and attained the highest level of about 609, of the
total amount of serum proteins in some individuals with gonadosomatic indices
(GSI) of about 60. In the fish which had exceeded 40 in GSI but could not ovulate
in spite of their full maturity, a superfluous amount of FSSP was kept in the serum
until up to the time of sacrifice. On the contrary, serum protein fractions except
for F3SP gradually decreased in number and lost its affinity to dye during the
course of maturation. Distinet changes in the composition of serum proteins
were not observed in saline-injected control fish throughout the experimental
period. A similar trend of variation of FSSP was also revealed by Mancini’s
msthod. The serum total protein content measured by the biuret reaction ranged
from 21.1 to 49.3 mg/ml, and no obvious changes in these values were detected
throughout the maturation.

The hepatosomatic index (HSI) was about 1 at the start of experiment, and
then slightly increased following the gonadal maturation. The liver cells of
the initial control fish with a small roundish nucleus were stained weakly with
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hematoxylin. In maturing females, the cytoplasm of liver cells became increasingly
basophilic, and the nucleus showed a hypertrophy with a single obvious nucleolus.
The liver cells of fully matured fish were characterized by having large vacuoles
surrounded by a scanty cytoplasm and nuclei which were irregular in contour and
varied in size. Since the vacuolation could not be detected in the liver cells of
saline-injected control fish, it appears that the characteristic profiles of the cells
seen in the fully matured fish were related to maturation rather than starvation.
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Blr. ZOH%, THorXOABMBBCE - TREIT HRBMUFAREIIC EPHERCTHREIN
10D B, CheDEFACRLNG X5, AE By rBRAONTEEOKEREI L 5 RAFE
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HKEBROETOF VKOV TEBREE /e b X$ + F 2 HNTT v M5 a2 E85KL, 20
B E» S £EAIRY T 3SR MIEER (female-specific serum protein, UL T FSSP) AEDE &
2ROz, 28, RPOEKEEHCI: e b iniE 2 SRICHNTEROD W & 2HHBL 72, Mancini #
HEHES 10 OFEBECEIRL TIT o1 BV, BAR510 ik by T HEAZ AV TRE
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OiFEE 7 - L, ChPHEEMFE LI, COBELFEOFOWRERZFEEMIC 100 & L, #E
OHFER2 M ZETERL I, &8, RUHALE2 AV THBBL P OFER L - TF 4 R/ REE
KRB 2T, S thd FSSP HEOME 2 HEEL 12,
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M, Z ORI, FOARRFCIERSOTIERD SNIBRED LO» S, T TREEAIRNS
TEBEVEATVE DI T, B - TEEBR SN, AEEHEE BMTEEOBRLEEKEHE
T ERAECHEBMME 3 R, 5~7 ETGSIiZ 10.0~24.1 (5 17.6) iTEL, % 2 RIFERMY
RASTOWI, 25BETENED L DOTIE GSI A 17.1~35.6 (F#27.8) TH 3 kIBEIRI,
32.6~68.6 (50.3) THEBEIR], 48.5~64.5 (57.6) THIREM L, GSI OBK & IHIFWITL TR
REDHETEZRLI, L0 5L THRBAZEINT 65 FEF, HIRBED s NIz Db T4
BETHD, L dBoNIIIRATZREEEREERISb 51, 3, &HEK2E1ES 12
E#5-L oA GSI 4% 2.5 T, 1 RYFEBRIICE - T\,

LEROBHER I 3 FRIBHE (FRER/EE x 100, LT HSD) OFk%2 1B KRLIL
WMEBRMRED Y F FO HSL i b LOFIETH Y, MRS/ L, BEUOMRESA
2 hFL YO RDERIRPEIDATH S (M2), MTESORERECHE, T HSLRPPHKT S
BErERUI. COM, %< OEEORFEIIZ 1LEOKREZE2S0AHOBEZAL, £ OHER
AT PSSV CRBETS (F3), U L—EOEEKTIRIFBOEAIC S - THIROBESRLY,
mEFDOMIBBA= +F ) R T 2B SRR EE T 5 DICHL, MOWALOE L OHRT
12 % DHIFSRINICKPDOZEREEA TV S (K 4), BAAREYHED TR - T L D & 5 LiFHlE OEAL
ZRRTEEYEL 2D, TEREE T 5 RBBALEEN 5, IFRORBENSERB B b JIk
BRI ET 5 5, MERTHIC b ABERRET 3RS EL, BRIFHNTH -2 (B
5)e ULHL CORBIRBNT B -8B, BEEMFHEUZAZRO TRERLEOADHIED
BH2EDTWIFb RN, i, AEAZEELIIHEAD HSL 2 0.8 T, FFHINE I MR
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Fig. 1. Changes in gonadosomatic indices (A) and hepatosomatic indices (B) during
the course of induced maturation.
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cEMFRINT ®T),
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120 FBEIRLIZ 4Bt 313 5 FSSP BiIZZNFR 31,9, 41.9, 42.6, 50.0 Th - 12, DD
FSSP & & A & OBRICDWTR T, GSI DA & RIS RBED T i 2h T ® FSSP &
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Fig. 2-6. Photomicrographs from sections of liver of the Japanese eels, fixed in Bouin’s
fluid and stained with Delafield’s hematoxylin and eosin. Fig. 2, liver of initial
control fish (x400); Fig. 3, liver of maturing female examined at the early phase
of pituitary treatment, showing hypertrophic nuclei and the cytoplasm stained
strongly with dye (x400); Fig. 4, liver of vitellogenic female, revealing the
appearance of roundish vacuoles in a part of liver cells (x 250); Fig. 5, liver of
matured fish, showing a vacuolation of the cytoplasm in the cells extended over a
wide area (% 400); Fig. 6, liver of saline-injected control fish (> 400).

Mancini $5iC & 2t 74 2 2 ERIKEEIC X 5 THOMTL o3 oM & + 3 41 EkS, 59
BLUNO R EERER)IC 3~5 f, &3k 25 flic2u T, Mancini #:% 0T FSSP it 2 Hshi o hi i &
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Fig. 7. Electrophoresis of blood serum proteins of female Japanese eels. The leftmost
gel shows the result of immunoelectrophoresis for female-specific serum proteins; two
precipitin lines are observed near the origin for protein migration (arrows). The
seven disc electrophoretic patterns were obtained from the following different
females; A, ovulated fish after 10 injections of salmon pituitaries; B, fish at the
pre-maturation stage (after 11 injections); C, fish at the migratory nucleus
stage (after 13 injections); D, fish at the tertiary yolk stage (after 7 injections); E,
fish at the secondary yolk stage (after 5 injections); F, initial control fish; G, saline-
injected control fish.
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WHWIZTF b o+ 302, AR I 3 T g 1 RIFBEERBIIGEL T 1293, Z Oo#ic» 51
T HED FSSP R, Ch T, AEHORBBREICE 5 FSSP OB
DNTIRIBEAFHLMTINTE LT, HITMIC Aida ez al. 22 Pl VERKEIE2 BV T,
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Fig. 8. Disc electrophoretograms of whole blood sera from (A) initial control fish at the
primary yolk stage, (B) fish at the tertiary yolk stage, (C) fish at the pre-maturation
stage and (D) saline-injected control fish. Origin of protein migration is at 0 and
FSSP fractions are showed by arrows.
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Fig. 9. Relation between FSSP levels and GSI for eels injected with salmon pituitaries.
FSSP level expressed as per cent of total protein in disc electrophoretograms.
Each mark represents the maturity of the specimens used; (o) the primary yolk
stage; (@) the secondary yolk stage; (O) the tertiary yolk stage; (w) the migratory
nucleus stage; (a) the pre-maturation stage; (®) the ripe egg stage.
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Fig. 10. Relation between FSSP levels determined by Mancini’s method and GSI. FSSP
level expressed as a relative amount against an amount of antigen contained
within the standard blood sera which are three pools of sera collected from vitellogenic
females. Each mark represents the maturity of the specimens used; (o) the
primary yolk stage; (e ) the secondary yolk stage; (T) the tertiary yolk stage; (m)
the migratory nucleus stage; (a) the pre-maturation stage; (e) the ripe egg stage.
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Fig. 11. Relation between serum total protein concentrations and GSI. The marks, (o)
and (a) represent the values of initial control fish caught in 1976 and 1977
respectively. The mark (e) indicates the values of ovulated fish, and the mark
(@) shows those of the specimens sampled during the course of maturation.
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DT, EOBEBASEOLE LHR T30 cRkd2zEAQ, BRAACEERBODEICLEL
MAHERIT DN TOMRAEL THA 5 EHEI L,

BRRD & 5 SR OEFTICES FSSP OB EFEITL T, ZOAROH & EA 5 I TV 3R
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