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Reproductive Cycle of the Mantis Shrimp, Squilla oratoria
de Haan, in Mutsu Bay*

Makoto Yamazaxr** and Akira Fusrx*

Abstract

Observations have been made on histological features of the gonads of the
mantis shrimp, Squilla oratoria, by examination of the samples from Okunai along
the coast of Mutsu Bay, Aomori Prefecture. The developmental processes of germ
cells in both sexes were categorized into four arbitrary stages by examination; they
are defined as follows: (1) Young oocyte, (2) Early yolk-formation, (3) Late yolk-
formation, (4) Maturation, in female; (1) Spermatogonium, (2) Spermatocyte, (3)
Spermatid, (4) Spermatozoon, in male germ cells. On the basis of the cytological
characteristic processes of the development of germ cells, the maturation
processes in the ovaries were defined into the following stages: (1) Recovering,
(2) Developing, (3) Pre-maturing, (4¢) Maturing. In September, individuals of
Recovering and Developing stages show a comparative high proportion in the
frequency (ca. 90%). From this month, the Pre-maturing stage increases
vigorously in frequency and attains a maximum proportion of 809 in November.
The maximum proportion of the Maturing stage reaches 909, in the duration
between April and June. The maturation processes of the testis were divided
into five stages, they are as follows; (1) Recovering, (2) Developing, (3) Pre-
maturing, (4) Maturing, (5) Sperm ejecting. From October, individuals of Pre-
maturing and Maturing stages increase gradually, attaining to about 709
among the animals collected in March. From April, simultaneously with the
gradual diminution of the Maturing individuals, the animals of the Sperm ejecting
stage become conspicuous by their augmentation; nearly 609, of the animals
collected in July were in the Sperm ejecting stage. In both sexes, the value of
the gonad index, which in the ratio of the wet weight of gonadal tissues to
the total body weight, is closely correlated with the gametogenetic development.

The annual reproductive cycle in the female population of the mantis shrimp
was broadly classified into the following five different periods according to
the course of seasonal variation of the gonad index and the duration of the active
appearance of each gonadal stage: (1) August ~ September (Recovering period), (2)
October — November (Developing period), (3) December — February (Pre-maturing
period), (4) March ~ May (Maturing period), and (5) June - July (Spawning period).
In similar procedures, the cyclical reproductive processes in the male population
were -divided as follows: (1) July (Recovering period), (2) August — September
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(Developing period), (3) October —~ December (Pre-maturing period), (4) January -
April (Maturing period), and (5) May ~ June (Sperm ejecting period).
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Fig. 1. Monthly changes of the maturation processes of gonad for female population.
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Fig. 2. Seasonal changes of gonad index for female population. Vertical lines show the
standard deviation.
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Fig. 3. Monthly changes of the maturation processes of gonad for male population.
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Fig. 4. Seasonal changes of gonad index for male population.
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Explanation of Plates

PLATE 1

Photomicrographs of female germ cells in various maturational stages.
Magnification of all figures is 400 times except figure 1( X 1000) and figures 7 and 8 (X 100).

Abbreviations

B, blended cytoplasm; C, cytoplasm; D, dissociated nucleus; E, eosin staining substance;
M, microspore like substances; N, nucleus; O, oogonia; g, granular cytoplasm; n, chro-
momere; p, plasmosome; u, unformal nucleus.

Figs. 1 and 2. Germ cells in the young oocyte stage.

Figs. 3 and 4. Germ cells in the early yolk-formation stage.

Figs. 5 and 6. Germ cells in the late yolk-formation stage.

Figs. 7 and 8. Germ cells in the maturation stage.

— 168 —



Bull. Fae. Fish. Hokkaido Univ. 31(2). PLATE 1

Yamazaki & Fuir: Reproductive cycle of the Mantis Shrimp



PLATE 11

Photomicrographs of sections through ovary in various stages of maturation. Magnification
of all figures is 40 times.

Abbreviations

C, connective tissue; D, germ cell in the young oocyte stage; E, germ cell in the early
yolk-formation stage; F, follicle cell; G, germinal epithelium; L, germ cell in the late
yolk-formation stage; M, germ cell in the maturation stage.

Fig. 1. Ovary in the recovering stage.

Fig. 2. Ovary in the developing stage.

Fig. 3. Ovary in the pre-maturing stage.

Fig. 4. Ovary in the maturing stage.
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PLATE III

Photomicrographs of male germ cells in various maturational stages. Magnification of
all figures is 400 times.

Fig. 1. Spermatogonia.

Fig. 2. Spermatogonial mitosis.

Fig. 3. Primary spermatocyte.

Fig. 4. Spermatocyte in Synizesis stage.
Fig. 5. Spermatocyte in Pachytene stage.
Fig. 6. Spermatocyte in Diakinesis stage.
Fig. 7. Spermatids.

Fig. 8. Spermatids with crescent nucleus.
Fig. 9. Spermatozoa.
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PLATE IV

Photomicrographs of sections through testis in various stages of maturation.
Magnification of all figures is 100 times.

Abbreviations

a, spermatogonia; ¢, spermatocyte; n, spermatid with crescent nucleus;

t, spermatid ;

Fig. 1. Testis
Fig. 2. Testis
Fig. 3. Testis
Fig. 4. Testis
Fig. 5. Testis

z, spermatozoon.

in the recovering stage.

in the developing stage.

in the pre-maturing stage.
in the maturing stage.

in the sperm ejecting stage.
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