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Comparisons of the Growth of the Chika (Hypomesus pretiosus
Japonicus) between Mori and Hakodate, Southern Hokkaido

Hiroyuki YANAGAWA*

Abstract

Chika, Hypomesus pretiosus japonicus (Brevoort), is a small shore fish which
belongs to the family Osmeridae, Salmoniformes. Chika is found in almost all of
the sea shores of Hokkaido, Mutsu Bay and Sanriku Beach of the Tohoku region.
Many studies on growth have been done in osmerid fishes, but there is no report
concerning population discrimination based on growth equations.

Specimens of the chika were collected periodically from Mori and Hakodate in
southern Hokkaido during the period from July 1973 to April 1976. Growth
in body length and weight of the chika were well fitted in Logistic growth equations
in sex distinction and in each age. The Logistic growth equations are expressed
T—Ije%’:’T‘o’ and Wt=-1-+e_—,$_,;-)- , where Lt is the body length
in mm, Wit is the body weight in ¢ and ¢ is the age in month. Growth constants
are summarized in Tables 2 and 3.

When growth equations at Mori are compared with those at Hakodate,
coefficients of growth for females at Mori are higher than for males except for body
weight of 1}, and those for males are higher than for females at Hakodate.
Also, there are clear differences between the periods occurring in growth inflec-
tions between the two stations. Therefore, these differences of growth equations in
fish the same year class between the two stations suggest that there are different
populations at Mori and Hakodate.

Growth rates become lower in both sexes as the age proceeds, but the values
of females are observed to be slightly higher than males in each age.
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Table 1. Sampling date for a study of the growth in 1973 year class

chika at Mori and Hakodate.

Mori Hakodate
Month  |SamPle| qoiy) FS ? Month Sample| o) kS v Q
size size
1973. July 3 223 115 108 | 1973. July 3 231 11 190
Aug. 2 122 57 65 Aug. 2 226 105 121
Sep. 1 120 73 47 Sep. 2 198 96 102
Oct. 2 156 76 80 Oct. 2 212 109 103
Nov. 2 189 87 102 Dec. 1 131 70 61
Dec. 2 151 65 86 | 1974. Mar. 1 102 67 35
1974. Jan. 1 9 6 3 Apr. 2 119 58 | 6l
Mar. 1 32 15 17 May 2 84 21 63
Apr. 1 47 16 31 June 1 56 16 40
May 2 178 92 86 July 1 86 41 45
June 2 214 11 103 Oct. 2 70 . 32 38
July 2 183 95 88 { 1975. Mar. 1 12 8 4
Nov. 2 61 28 33 Apr. 1 36 15 21
Dec. 1 2 1 1
1975. Mar. 1 45 5 40
Apr. 2 80 25 55
May 1 1 6 5
June 1 37 12 25
Oct. 2 20 ° 8 12
1976. Feb. 2 18 0 18
Apr. 2 9 2 7
ﬁ N % sz
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Fig. 2. The Gompertz and Logistic conver-
sion factors for 0+ male chika at
Mori, based on the asymptote (100
mm in body length). Open circles
and closed circles represent the Go-
mpertz and Logistic conversion fac-
tors respectively.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of calculated body length
from Logistic growth equations and mean
body length in each month of male chika
in each age at Mori. Closed circles and
crosses represent the calculated body
length and mean body length respectively.
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Fig. 4. Distribution of calculated body length
from Logistic growth equations and
mean body length in each month of
female chiksa in each age at Mori. Marks
are the same as those in Fig. 3.
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body length from Logistic
growth equations and mean
body length in each month
of male chika in each age at
Hakodate. Marks are the
same 88 those in Fig. 3.
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Fig. 6. Distribution of calculated

body length from Logistic
growth equations and mean
body length in each month
of female chika in each age
at Hakodate. Marks are the
same as those in Fig. 3.
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Table 2. Constants of growth equations in body length at Mori and
Hakodate. Loo, asymptote; k, growth coefficient; to, age in month
when growth inflection has appeared

Mori Hakodate
Age Sex
L. k to L, k to
0+ 8 100 0. 356 4.08 112 0.412 5.22
? 100 0.416 4.28 115 0.404 5.34
1+ ] 156 0.196 -1.37 160 0.176 -3.59
? 160 0.204 —1.18 165 0.160 —4.13
2+ ] 180 0.132 —9.82
< 190 0.172 —17.06
1801 /./"":r;)ri (temale)
- Ve
160} ~“Mori(mate)
140F
c 1201
€ R
c
= 100f
<
E‘ -
c
&  sof
> .
°
o
@ 60}
40}F
. . A R e ———
0 MJJASONDJFMAMIJJASONDJ FMAMJ JASOZNDJ FMA
. 1+ .
0 Month

Fig. 7. Distributions of calculated body length from Logistic growth equations of
each sex, age, and station.
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Table 3. Constants of growth equations in body weight at Mori and
Hakodate. Weo, asymptote; k, growth coefficient; to, age in
month when growth inflection has appeared

Mori Hakodate
Age | Sex
We k to We k to

0+ 3 9.5 0.612 7.39 16 0.680 9.41

? 10.5 0.620 7.66 18 0. 656 9.92
1+ o) 40 0.284 4.87 43 0.264 3.45

2 50 0.260 5.89 58 0.256 4.75
2+ ] 65 0.268 0.66
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Fig. 9. Distribution of calculated body weight Fig. 11. Distribution of calculated
from Logistic growth equations and mean body weight from Logistic
body weight in each month of male chika growth equations and mean
in each age at Mori. Closed circles and body weight in each month
crosses represent the calculated body weight of male chika in each age at
and mean body weight respectively. Hakodate. Marks are the

same as those in Fig. 9.
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Fig. 10. Distribution of calculated body weight Fig. 12. Distribution of calculated
from Logistic growth equations and mean body weight from Logistic
body weight in each month of female growth equations and mean
chika in each age at Mori. Marks are .body weight in each month
the same as those in Fig. 9. of female chika in each age

at Hakodate. Marks are
the same as those in Fig. 9.

— 333 —



 k &k E # # 31(4). 1980.

70K

o 50}
c Hakodate(female)\?//
£ 40F /
o y
E S A
* a0 s
Hakodate(male))é/-‘ A
> 7
o /' o
° s
@ 20} VA
10} Lo
/"/

ey
0 o

. [ o}
MJJASONDJFMAMIJ JASONDJ FMA\MJJASONDJFMA

[+ X4 1 2
Month

Fig. 13. Distributions of calculated body weight from Logistic growth equations of each
sex, age, and station.

FHREL, CoFIBMEEE & bitki 3 (K13),

[ 1]

RER 6 BHU 1mAE4 8 TOBBHOMBGE L ERELHBLIE S, BER LB
o (11, 12). EWRMEEIZ 0+ TR 2g MOFBKR IV THBH, 1+ TIREDEIX 15g 2 X
b, MEMERIOMKEREIT L b ARICRINI, & OfIX 0+ & 1+ & 3D ThicHO HM¥K 2 OEA
DED 5D DA THMETIHIZEL Y, fo DI 0+ TRIGHEMDEH0.51 TH 5%, 1+ Tix1.30
DENBED LN, HEIR 1+ TIREREDOFHAEL, COZIALG L bITAMIT KA 3
(& 13),

L & & ¥

i LTIV B hER LOREROV TR, AL I FESHTHOLITHERS &
PHEREBEOLIVEENED N, TOEIEEDOHF L HHBTDH 5,

RICRERICONVTHAEREET 5 L, HTIR1EMALE 2 FRAMRIZEETI 50.2~70.2%, &
BT} 240, 8~524, 4% TR 3 & BT 545 24EAL 3EAMITIE KRH 13.1~21.8% 3T, &
EHS 44.5~106,1% T TOELL Y, 3EME AERMTIRERE KEE $iC3 5 REBHBET
T 5 IS HIRIC D b Rz, BT 1 M E 2 ERMICIAERTIX 36, 8~56, 09, KETit 158.1
~440,6% T TR 2 {BLUL, 244 3EAMT AL FRICARRROETHED 6 iz,

ERER P BRAEEEBC & ICHEL IER (R4, 1EAE 2EARIRST 3 RLEMO 1973 £k
BECIEE T 41, 5~52, 59, SE T2 210.9~338.2% $ T FfLl, 1974 FKAETIt FRT 60.3 ~

— 334 —



Wil: 2 0REOHE

Table 4. Annual growth rates of body length (B. L.) and weight (B.
- W.) tn each year class chika at Mori and Hakodate.

Growth rate (9
Locality ]iea,r Sex Age %)
class B. L. B. W.
Mori 1971 Female 3—4 12.8 49.3
1972 Female 2—3 15.4 79.8
Female 8—4 8.3 32.2
1973 Male 1—32 52.5 299.8
Female 1—2 52.4 338.2
Male 2—3 17.1 59.7
Female 2—3 22.4 105.5
1974 Male 1—2 61.9 390.4
Female 1—2 65.4 431.2
Hakodate 1971 Female 3—4 13.1 21.9
1973 Male 1—2 42.4 219.1
Female 1—2 41.5 210.9
1974 Male 1—2 50.3 300.3
Femala 1—2 53.0 340.4

65,49, TKE T2 300,3~431.2% TCEML I, 12, BRERSICHE: b BORERMEL D
ETRHTH2EASD 12, 28RS IEAMTIZ 1 ERL 2 FAMC N TAMICKE S k&L
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