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Use of a Sealed Teflon Vessel for the Decomposition Followed
by the Determination of Chemical Constituents
of Various Marine Samples

Shinichiro Norrkr*, Keita Naxanisar*, Teruaki Furawa¥,
Mitsuo UrMATSU*, Tetsuo UcHIDA** and Shizuo Tsuwogar*

Abstract

A method of chemical decomposition and analysis is proposed for the determina-
tion of inorganic elements in various marine materials such as suspended particles
collected on filter paper, settling particulate matters obtained with a sediment
trap, sediment, plankton and living organisms.

The recommended procedure obtained is as follows:

A dried and powdered sample of about 50 mg is placed into a decomposition
vessel of Teflon followed by adding 300 ul of cone. nitric acid, 300 u! of cone. per-
chloric acid and 100 ul of 469, hydrofluoric acid, and the bomb is sealed for 5 hours
at 150°C.

For an organic sample, such as a suspended matter sample on Nuclepore®
filter, 300 ul of nitric acid, 300 ul of perchloric acid and 200 ul of hydrofluoric
acid are added to the bomb instead of the reagents described above.

The chemical constituents dissolved in the bomb are determined with the
following simple and sensitive analytical methods.

Silicate iz determined by the slightly modified molybdenum yellow colorimetric
method in the presence of the decomposition reagents. Other constituents are
determined after the digested solution is evaporated to dryness in a Teflon
dish and dissolved with a hydrochloric acid solution.

Alkali and Alkaline earth metals are determined by acetylene-air or acetylene-
nitrous oxide flame atomic absorption spectrometry.

For aluminum, iron and manganese, acetylene-air flame or flameless atomic
absorption spectrometry is used.

The flameless atomic absorption spectrometry is best for the determinations of
copper, nickel, cobalt and cadmium.

Phosphate is colorimetrically analyzed with a molybdenum blue method.

The results obtained for a NBS standard sample show a good agreement with
the certified values.

* LEE R KESE I
(Laboratory of Analytical Chemistry, Faculty of Fisheries, Hokkaido University)
* AHEBTRAFENE
(Depariment of Engineering Sciences, Nagoya Institute of Technology)
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BBOD 50mg BEZHHL, F7n RAaiiR5, WE BEFEBRE 300sl, 7 v KR 100 pl
BHMU IO BEEAT 5, EREREPI 150°C C5REU EEEL TR 2MET 2, 74 v4~
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BIETRD B, D 100pl (7 405 —REDOHFER 50p) 2HNTY A RELBERT 3,

BOOWEF 7 n o MOMITBLIZO5, ML THEREET 2, KRBRE 2 BIER 200 pl THE
U, KeMATLEY 0ml &75, FERERETRD 5, COBRKICOVT, HELL IER
FRUTORTRLT LY BORERT 5,

Ju—v—~+2R2KRT,

Sample~ 50 mg
(in Teflon bomb)
«—conc. HNO; 300 ul
«—cone. HC10, 300 ul
«—46% HF 100 gl (200 ul)
Sealed and stand for 5 hr at 150°C
«—H,0 (— 10 ml*)
(in polyethylene test tube)

1 100 p1 (50 ul) 9.9 ml Dry up in Teflon dish
Si determination «—conc. HCI 200 ul
(in polyethylene test tube) «—H,0 (—10ml*)

(in polyethylene test tube)

Metal, P determination
* Volume was measured by gravimetry.

Fig. 2. Decomposition procedure.
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Table 1. Digestion with various amounis of decomposition reagents.

HNO, ;| HCIO, HF Sio
Sample, mg* Appearance o
ul %
Nuclepore® filer (47 mm, 0.6 gm)
20.78 50 50 50 light orange solution
20.79 100 100 100 clear
Sediment (HA standard)** .
1.05 300 300 100 clear 49.2
2.52 300 300 100 clear 53.1
21.12 100 100 100 clear 51.9
19.32 200 200 200 clear 54.7
19.47 300 300 100 clear -
20.98 300 300 200 clear 51.6
22. 32 300 300 300 clear 52.5
48.30 50 50 200 grayish residue -
52, 54 100 100 100 yellowish residue -
48.30 200 200 200 clear 54.7
54.90 300 300 100 clear -
48.89 300 300 300 clear 51.3
Pyhtoplankton***
21.7 200 200 100 clear
53.0 50 50 50 white residue
53.0 100 100 100 white residue
52.3 200 200 100 yellowish solution
51.9 300 300 100 clear
52.6 300 300 200 clear
80.7 200 200 100 clear
Zooplankton***
48.7 50 50 50 grayish residue
41.7 100 100 50 white residue
49.3 200 200 50 white residue
51.9 100 100 100 white residue
51.6 200 200 100 yellowish solution
50.5 300 300 100 clear
* Dry weight

** Mean SiO, by 29 analyses is 50.91-2.8%,.
*** The sample was collected at St. 30 in Funka Bay on 17 Mar. 1977.
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Table 2. Conditions for. flameless atomic absorption spectrometry.

Wavelength | Dry* Ash* Atom* | Sens.** | Injection Range
Element
A A n ul pPpb
Al 3092 30 90 300 0 10 0-200
3942 30 90 300 0 10 50-1000
Fe 2483 30 90 300 0 10 0-100
3740 30 90 300 0.5 10 50-1000
Mn 2794.8 30 90 300 0 10 0-50
Cu 3247.5 30 80 280 1.0 10 0-200
3274 30 90 280 0 3 10 50-100
Ni 2320 30 30 280 0.5 20 0-500
3414 30 90 280 0.5 20 50-1000
Co 2407 30 90 300 1.0 20 0-100
2521 30 90 300 0 10 50-500
Cd 2288 20 70 170 0 | 10 0-10

Flow rate of Ar: 2-3 1/min.
* Dry: 30 sec, Ash: 30 sec, Atomize: 10 sec.
** Relative sensitivity is 2n+-1.

— 359 —



£ k Kk E % # 31(4). 1980.

@ =ol, TSR, BF Y LEOMESBIXRKERRT S C &2 LREF-TL - AL X

B X > THRET 5,

FNTEOL, & < AUREETEFLL-ERTL — AT, L i3 Bk% 100~500 T
ERU TREF-7L — 4L B L > TRET 3. & LT 27 VRO REESIHA IO
CHRRBEEAZHLREL 2L 25 20,

2 XA an, BV oA, FEFY O ARBEAS 100~1000 FXHFRLL 7 2 F L o -EBR IV ~ bk

THET 50

BN nid 100~1000 EHFRL T, 72FL -HRLERI L — 2L > THET 5.
T U — AEEIC X B3 ERAIED 12D OBBOLEME DT, FHLY O RECHRED 2BEL

anlz,

BEF-T7 U — AL R 7L — EREART, BEHTEBCRHICL 5T, 12& 21X Sensitivity
DBECRAOEAR MEHHELGED 510, 2 EEL DAV TOIFEEBEDIDITTRT,

yrolerER

Y TFL TN ~HEAEEIC L HRET Y, SBARMEODDL, RAK1~2ml 2HBREILCL Y,
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Table 3. Analytical results for NBS standard sample.

Element This work Certified value Ondov et. al®
Si % 21.24+0.7 — 2142
Ca % 4.22+0. 33 — 4.7+0.6
K % 1.60+0.15 1.72 1.6130.15
Mg % 1.53+0. 14 — 1.840.4
Al % 18.5+0.2 - 12.7+0.5
Fe % 6.23-0.16 - 6.2+0.3
Mn ppm 507+13 493+7 49619
Cu pPpm 12943 128£5 —

Ni Ppm 97.4+2.9 98+3 - 9849
Co Ppm 38.6£0.9 38 41.5+£1.2
Cd ppm 1.45:0.01 1.45::0.06 -
PasPO, % 0.59=0. 06 — —

3 & o

L TR~IHER L b, ERPPS 5 2 b oY OWERRERRICOWT, EEESERS D
LMBESBRS T COMTHTEL L7,

SMRICET 3BORMNY T, BHRSORD S OBEAY ERTA30DT, 50mg T 1mg BE
OHIREHE L b, A% iR~y 2 VXU TERIANBTEABC E, BERECT VI VERE
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