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Spatiotemporal Structure of Acoustic Scattering Layer
off the East Coast of Oshima Peninsula

Tsuneyoshi Suzukr*, Noritatsu Sano*, Kohji Irpa*

Abstract

This paper describes the spatiotemporal structures of acoustic scattering layer (DSL)
analyzed by acoustic and biological sampling surveys. The surveys were carried out during
the R/V “Ushio” cruises in 1983 in a 15 square nautical mile area off the east coast of Oshima
Peninsula. The scattering strength of DSL was measured with 50 and 200 KHz echo
sounders, while reformed IKMT and Norpac were simultaneously used to sample the biologi-
cal organisms in the layer.

In the running survey during the daytime, large scale patches of DSL were not en-
countered. The echograms show the depth and the thickness of DSL are not directly
correlated with the bottor features. In the drifting survey at dusk, the maximum speed of
upward migration toward the surface was 3 m/min and the volume backscattering strength
(Sv) changed over a range from —80 dB to —50 dB. The biological sampling survey by the
vertical tows of Norpac suggests the euphausiids of the major zooplankton species are located
in the lower part of DSL. As a result of the surveys, the following relation between the
biological density (p) and Sv was obtained :

log p(mg/m®) =0.0253 Sv(dB)+ 3.5608
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Fig. 1. Acoustic and biological surveys were
carried out in a 15 square nautical miles
area off the east coast of Oshima Peninsula.
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Fig. 2. Vertical profiles of temperature(T) and salinity (8) at the station by CTD measurments.
The salinity profile in June was not obtained due to trouble with the apparatus.
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Fig. 3. Course, time, and bottom depth of the
running survey with echo sounder during
the daytime.
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Fig. 4. Schematic echograms of DSL along
with the survey lines (Lat. 42°-2'(a), 42°-1/
The broken

(b), 420 (c), 4159 (d)).
lines indicate weak scatterings.
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Fig. 5. Horizontal variations of the depth of
bottom (a), the depth of DSL (b), the
thickness of DSL (c) along with the survey
lines.
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The numbers in figure correspond to those in Figures 7and 10.

in 50 KHz.
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Fig. 11.  The 200 KHz echogram of DSL after
the upward migration in nighttime.
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